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Camden County Board of Commissioners 

January 2, 2024 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 

January 2, 2024; 7:00 PM 

Camden Public Library Boardroom 

118 Hwy 343 North 

 

Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held at 7:00 PM on January 2, 2024 in the 

boardroom of the Camden Public Library in Camden, North Carolina.     

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order by Chair Ross Munro at 7:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chair Troy Leary, 

Commissioners Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett and Tiffney White.   

 

Administration Staff Present: County Manager Erin Burke and Clerk to the Board Karen Davis.   

 

CLOSED SESSION 

The planned Closed Session was not needed and therefore cancelled.   

 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Rev. William Sawyer gave the invocation and the Board led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM 1. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA        

 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Troy Leary 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White, Sissy Aydlett 

 

ITEM 2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     

 

Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 

 

 

ITEM 3. PUBLIC COMMENTS          

 

Daniel Humphrey – Mr. Humphrey requested an update from the Board in regard to his request during Public 

Comment at the December 4, 2023 meeting to be issued a permit that will allow him to keep his storage building 

located at Camden Point that was constructed without the proper permits.  He stated that he had received a letter 

from the County Manager in regard to a flood issue.  Mr. Humphrey stated that it was his intent to build the storage 

building by code, take pictures and then obtain the permit after the COVID pandemic.  However, the Planning 

Department has continued to deny the permit.   

 

Chair Munro recognized County Manager Burke.  Mrs. Burke stated that she had received emails that have been 

shared with Planning Director Amber Curling for her review in regard to the floodplain issues.  According to the 

elevation certificate, it appears to meet base flood elevation.  The primary issue is that the building is considered an 

accessory structure and an accessory structure must have a primary structure on the property and there is no primary 

structure on the property.  Therefore, it does not meet the requirements of the UDO.  The properties that Mr. 

Humphrey referred to at the December meeting have an exemption, the Commercial Fishing Overlay District, that 

allows those buildings to be placed on the properties.  At this time, Mrs. Burke stated that she does not see a method 

of relief available but that she would consider the information that was sent to her that day and shared with the 

Planning Director to look for any resolution.  Currently she does not see a resolution available.   

 

Dawn Cabanas – Ms. Cabanas addressed the Board on behalf of Mr. Humphrey as she was involved in the process 

of filing for the building permit, working on site plans, and ordering the storage building.  She stated that has been a 

two to three-year process.  The first issue was the building was not wind rated, which was incorrect in that the 

building was wind rated at a higher level than the county requirement.  The second issue was that the UDO was 

changed from the allowance of an accessory building without a residential structure.  However when properties did 

not perk an ordinance was passed to allow accessory buildings to store fishing and hunting gear.  Ms. Cabanas then 
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stated she was told that that ordinance was changed in 2020.  The third issue is a letter stating that the structure is in 

a flood zone.  She stated everything was done by code including elevations, site plans and the involvement of 

wetland consultants.  Elevation is showing that the structure is 4’2” above the requirement.  Ms. Cabanas inquired 

what additional requirements there are to meet the flood code that have not already been done.  

 

Chair Munro confirmed that the wind rated information on the building and the perk information was sent to the 

County.   

 

William Furr – Mr. Furr of the East Carolina Law Group in Barco, NC addressed the Board on behalf of his client, 

Mr. Humphrey.  Mr. Furr stated that from what he has heard thus far, the flooding concern was addressed by the 

elevation certificate. He added that there is a house at 113 Blue Heron Road that could potentially be recombined 

with the property but there is a right-of-way issue for that road.  He stated that there is a permit holder on 239 

Sailboat Road who obtained a permit in November of 2023.  He stated that his client wants to see if there is any 

avenue that could make this work.  Mr. Furr explained that he has records of the construction building and requests 

any relief possible for his client.   

 

Commissioner Krainiak stated that Mr. Humphrey is a contractor and knows that before any building begins a 

permit is required.  Regardless of anything else taking place, a building permit is required to begin construction.   

 

Ms. Cabanas stated that at the time of construction, it was the height of the COVID pandemic and stated that while it 

was true that the building was built without the proper permit, it was built by code and it was their intent to obtain 

the permit after construction.  She stated that when they went to obtain the permit, the building was locked.  Ms. 

Cabanas added that Titan Steel Company documented the build and took pictures to include in the documentation.  

She also stated that there were Planning Department employees that left because of the COVID vaccine.  CAMA 

also signed off on the project.  Ms. Cabanas requested that they be fined rather than be forced to take down the 

building.   

 

Commissioner Aydlett requested that the number of permits processed during that timeframe be researched.   

 

Gary Hanna addressed the board and spoke in favor of a permit being granted to Mr. Humphrey that would allow 

him to keep the structure.   

 

Michael Hootman – Mr. Hootman spoke in regard to the “orphan” road situation at Sander’s Crossing Subdivision 

and requested that the County assist with this issue.  He stated that many people in the area already know about the 

road conditions, and are under the impression that they are "abandoned" roads due to the developer dissolving his 

LLC and leaving. However, it has come to light recently looking at documents online that Centex Homes amended 

and signed the plat for Phase 2 as owner and agreed to maintain the roads until dedication was accepted by NCDOT 

and the county. Mr. Hootman added that he is aware that the County owns equipment such as backhoes and that no 

help has been received from the County in that regard.  He requested that the County consider bringing a lawsuit 

against Centex on the residents’ behalf.   

 

County Manager Erin Burke responded that the County Attorney would have to be consulted in regard to any 

potential lawsuits.  She added that according to North Carolina General Statutes, counties are prohibited from 

expending money on roads, which includes paying for roads to be repaired, as well as the use of staff time and 

county equipment and materials to conduct repairs.   

 

Commissioner Krainiak inquired as to the existence of a homeowner’s association in Sanders Crossing and if the 

association has a ‘nest egg’ of funds.   

 

Mr. Hootman explained that there is a homeowner’s association but the funds are not sufficient to repair the roads.  

The association is working to save money anywhere possible.   

 

Commissioner Aydlett stated that the Board is very concerned about the situation and has searched for funding to 

assist with this issue. 

 

Chair Munro added that the state has also been contacted for any possible assistance.  He has seen the roads 

firsthand and stated that it is the Board’s desire to come to a resolution.  Mr. Munro requested that Mr. Hootman put 

his remarks in writing so that it can be forwarded to state representatives for any possible assistance.   
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Ms. Cabanas requested to address the Board an additional time and stated that the roads in Camden Point are also 

not obtained by the state.  She stated that she also wanted to explore recombination efforts for the right-of-way that 

are on the properties referenced.   

 

ITEM 4. OLD BUSINESS          

 

A. SMWA System Transfer and Purchase Agreement – Erin Burke 

 

Mr. Morrison has been in contact with the attorney for the South Mills Water Association and has been receiving the 

schedules that were enumerated in the agreement.  However, all of them have not yet been received.  The SMWA 

attorney has requested that closing be postponed to the 15th of January.  A list of all the current leases has been 

received.  There is no plan currently for the County to continue the leases on the well sites.  The lease for the land on 

which the SMWA office currently sits will need to be negotiated with the Ruritan Club.  There are potential 

opportunities for additional uses for those office spaces.   

 

ITEM 5. NEW BUSINESS          

 

A. Tax Report – Erin Burke 
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30 Largest Unpaid - Real 

 

 
 

30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 
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30 Largest Unpaid - Personal 

 

 
 

30 Oldest Unpaid - Personal 

 

 
 

Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Tiffney White 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White, Sissy Aydlett 

 

B. Resolution of Salaries & Compensation – Erin Burke 

 

There are boards outside of the county that request appointees which are not included in the current resolution as 

they are not specific Camden County Boards.  It is requested that the Board consider amending the Resolution of 

Camden County Salaries & Compensation to include County appointees serving on advisory boards not currently 

included and receiving compensation.   

 

Motion to amend the Resolution of Salaries & Compensation to include county appointees serving on 

advisory boards not currently included and receiving compensation in the amount of $30 per meeting plus 

mileage.   

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Ross Munro 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White, Sissy Aydlett 

 

ITEM 6. BOARD APPOINTMENTS         

 

A. Community Advisory Committee – Appointment of Melissa MacKay 

B. Regional Advisory Council – Reappointment of Laura Jolley and Gwen Wescott 
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Motion to approve the board appointments as presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Ross Munro 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White, Sissy Aydlett 

 

C. Commissioner Advisory Board Appointments – As reviewed and assigned by the Chair; no changes for 

2024. 

 

 

 
 

South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors       

 

Chair Munro recessed the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water & Sewer District 

Board of Directors Meeting.   

 

Public Comments – None 
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Consideration of the Agenda  

 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Tiffney White 

AYES: Tiffney White, Ross Munro, Randy Krainiak, Troy Leary, Sissy Aydlett 

 

New Business 

 

A. Monthly Report – Chuck Jones 
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Commissioner White inquired as to the status of the fire hydrant testing. 

 

Mr. Jones indicated that the department is somewhat behind but should get caught up in the near future. 

 

Commissioner Krainiak inquired as to the party responsible for keeping the grass trimmed around fire hydrants. 

 

Mr. Jones responded that it is the County’s responsibility and there is now an updated map that indicates hydrant 

locations.   

 

Motion to approve the monthly report as presented.  

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Troy Leary 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 

Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Ross Munro  

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 

Chairman Munro adjourned the South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors and reconvened the Board of 

Commissioners. 

 

ITEM 7. CONSENT AGENDA          

 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes 

• November 28, 2023 

• December 4, 2023 

 

B. Budget Amendment 
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C. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 

 

 
 

D. Refunds Over $100 
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E. School Budget Amendments 

 

  
 

F. Tax Collection Report 
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G. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 

 

 
 

H. Senior Center General Purpose Funding FY 23-24 – Herein incorporated by reference; on file in the County 

Administrative Office. 

 

I. Set Public Hearing for February 5, 2024– Application for Zoning Map Amendment  

 

Brian Smith has requested a map amendment for approximately 10 acres from the Rural Residential (RR) and 

Neighborhood Residential (NR) zoning districts to only the Rural Residential (RR) zoning district.  The 10 acres 

consist of an approximately 10-acre parcel located at the northwest corner of Upton Road and Seymour Drive.  The 

parcel is located in Courthouse Core Village and Courthouse Township. 

 

The first neighborhood meeting held on September 26, 2023 did not meet the Unified Development Ordinance 

requirements.  The second neighborhood meeting was held on November 24, 2023.  On January 17, 2024 the 

Planning Board meeting will be held. 

 

The CAMA Land Use Plan was adopted by the Camden County Board of Commissioners on April 4, 2005.  The 

proposed zoning change is inconsistent in that the CAMA Future Land Use Maps have the majority of property 

identified as Medium Density Residential and Low Density Residential.  Conservation with a small area on the 

property is identified as Conservation.  The most restrictive, Medium Density Residential, designated by a mixture 

of single-family dwelling types in relatively close proximity to core village.  The district intended to restrict the 

encroachment of incompatible business uses in established residential areas. 

 

The County’s Comprehensive Future Land Use Map (Adopted 2012) identifies the parcel as Rural Residential 

District One to Two Acre lots of residential areas as a buffer between rural preservation areas and more intense 

development.  The proposed zoning change is consistent. 

 

J. Set Public Hearing for February 5, 2024 – Application for Text Amendment 

 

Brian Smith has submitted a text amendment application.  The proposed ordinance presents the requested text 

change to the Camden County Unified Development Ordinance (151.4.5).  The request is necessary to permit a 

sawmill in the rural residential zoning district. 

 

The request would add to Article 151.4 Use Regulations in the Common Accessory Use Table 4.5.4 an accessory 

use of Mobile/Portable or Stationary Sawmill permitted by use or by special use permit with specific standards 

outlined in section 151.4.5.5.V Standards for Specific Accessory Uses “Sawmill”. 

 

The Planning Board meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2024. 

 

K. Set Public Hearing for February 5, 2024 – Application for Special Use Permit  
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Mr. Brian Smith has requested a Special Use Permit on a 10.1-acre parcel located on the Northwest corner of 

Seymour Drive and Upton Road with parcel ID 02-8934-02-56-8337.0000.  The request is to permit use of a 

portable sawmill to manufacture wood products on site and then sell said products produced on the property.  

 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Troy Leary 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 

Chair Munro noted that Public Hearings are set for the next meeting on February 5, 2024 at 7:00 PM.   

 

ITEM 8. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        

County Manager Erin Burke included the following in her report:  

• Minister’s Advisory Council – Meets monthly on the first Tuesday, Camden Methodist Church  

• Library Grassroots Grant 

• Updated report from the High School Steering Committee coming in February 

• Mid-Year Budget Reviews 

 

ITEM 9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         

 

Chair Munro 

• Employee Training for Department Heads and Supervisors 

• Volunteers Needed for Fire Departments and Meals on Wheels  

• Requested Research on Property Tax Reduction for Seniors and Volunteer Fire Department Volunteers  

  

Commissioner Aydlett 

• NCACC District 1 Meeting – Camden County will host on January 22nd 

 

ITEM 10. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    

 

A. Register of Deeds Report  
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B. Library Report  
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ITEM 11. OTHER MATTERS          

 

None. 

 

ITEM 12. ADJOURN           

 

Motion to adjourn. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 

MOVER: Tiffney White 

AYES: Ross Munro, Troy Leary, Randy Krainiak, Sissy Aydlett, Tiffney White 

 

There being no further matters for discussion Chair Munro adjourned the meeting at 7:51 PM.   

 

ATTEST: 

 

            

Ross B. Munro, Chair    Karen M. Davis, Clerk 

Camden County Board of Commissioners  Camden County Board of Commissioners 


