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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
October 4, 2021 

Camden County Board of Commissioners 
5:45 PM – Closed Session 

7:00 PM – Regular Meeting 
October 4, 2021 

Historic Courtroom - Camden, North Carolina 
 

MINUTES 

A Regular Meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on October 4, 2021 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 5:45 PM.  Also Present: Vice-Chairman Ross Munro, 
Commissioners Clayton Riggs and Randy Krainiak.  Commissioner Tiffney White participated in the open session 
only as per the Remote Participation Policy.     
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion to go into Closed Session to discuss personnel and economic development. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak 
ABSENT: Tiffney White 

 
Motion to come out of Closed Session. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak 
ABSENT: Tiffney White 

 
Chairman Tom White recessed the Board and reconvened at 7:00 PM.  Commissioner Tiffney White remotely 
joined by telephone at 7:00 PM for the Regular Meeting.   
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Pastor Bill Blake gave the invocation and the Board led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1.  CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA        
The agenda was amended to add Jury Commission to Board Appointments as Item 6.E.   
 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 2.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3.  PUBLIC COMMENTS          
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Brenda Bowman reminded everyone of the Camden Heritage Festival to take place Saturday, October 9th, 10 AM to 
3 PM at the Community Park.  Mrs. Bowman expressed appreciation to the sponsors of the festival.  The final 
volunteer meeting will take place October 7th at 5:30 at the Community Park.  Volunteers are still needed.  The 
Swamp Monster Costume Contest will be taking place during the festival and additional participants are welcomed.   
 
Thomas and Kim O’Brien addressed the Board in regard to their Vehicle Property Tax bill.  The 2015 vehicle has 
over 200,000 miles on it and the appraised value is more than what was paid for it.  According to Mrs. O’Brien the 
trade-in value is $13,699 to $18,000 but the appraisal value listed on the bill is $21,430.  It is their request that the 
Board make an adjustment due to the age and mileage of the truck.   
 
ITEM 4.  PRESENTATIONS          
 

A. Dismal Swamp Welcome Center – Sarah Hill 
 
Dismal Swamp Welcome Center Director Sarah Hill included the following in her presentation: 

• The Wide Open Spaces video for which Camden County and Mike Martine with Eye Candy Digital Video 
won a 2021 Bronze Telly Award in Online Commercials.  The promotional video was created last fall 
utilizing NC Recovery Grant Funds procured through Visit NC.   

• Tourism Development Authority is working with Mr. Bowman/Economic Development on creating new & 
attractive “Welcome To Camden County” signage for Hwy 17 & Hwy 158.  New colorful signage, with 
current logo, welcomes visitors to our beautiful county and spotlights one of our major attractions, the 
Dismal Swamp State Park.  Ms. Hill presented a draft of proposed signage along with estimates for #4 
signs, posts and installation.  County Staff is working with NCDOT for necessary approvals.  The DOT 
engineer at the Welcome Center recommended Bryant Signs as a potential vendor.   

 
Motion to approve the placement of  4’x8’ signs along Highway 17 North and South and near the Belcross 
intersection.   

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to use Bryant Sign Company of Columbia, North Carolina for the new County signs as recommended 
by DOT and County staff.   

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman Tom White recessed the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water & Sewer 
District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda  
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – Chuck Jones 
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Motion to approve the monthly reports as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
B. Camden Station Pump Station 

 
The developer of the subdivision is required to install piping and a pump station to handle the wastewater generated 
in the development.  The County is proposing to fund expanding the system to handle future growth in the 
surrounding area. 
 
The primary objectives of this are: 

• Provide for growth with minimum investment by the county and future developers. 
• Minimize borings crossing the road to reach the force main. 
• Minimize the amount of pumping stations that the County would have to provide maintenance for. 
• There would only need to be one other station installed on the adjoining property in the future, instead of 

one at each parcel.  This station would feed into the station being built in the subdivision. 
 
With this proposal, the county would benefit financially by partnering with the developer by only funding the cost of 
the expansion, not the entire cost of a future station, if the County were required to build one on their own.  This 
would also provide easy access to the sewer system, if one of the properties’ on-site treatment system fails (as 
required by the County’s Sewer Use Ordinance).  The reduction in number of stations also presents a maintenance 
and operation cost savings by not having several small stations. 
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In that Commissioner Krainiak owns property near this location, he requested to be recused from the discussion and 
consideration of this item.   
 
Motion to recuse Commissioner Krainiak from the discussion and consideration of this agenda item. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Tiffney White 
RECUSED: Randy Krainiak 

 
Motion to accept the proposal of Bissell Professional Group to increase the size of the pump station at the new 
Camden Station Subdivision at a cost of $41,500.   

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Tiffney White 
RECUSED: Randy Krainiak 
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C. New Wastewater Plant Design 
 

  
 

   
 
County Manager Ken Bowman added that the County had received an extension on the referenced grant and that 
this proposal is for the engineering package to expand the wastewater treatment plant.  It does not include an 
expansion of the wastewater treatment plant.  The recent estimates provided to produce 250,000 gallons a day were 
over $8 million.  When the time comes to move forward with an expansion, this portion will be complete. 
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Motion to accept the proposal by Timmons Group for the design work for the new wastewater plant in South 
Mills. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Consent Agenda  
 

A. Surplus Property 
 

 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Adjourn 
    
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Chairman Tom White adjourned the South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors and reconvened the Board of 
Commissioners. 
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ITEM 5.  NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Tax Report – Lisa Anderson 
 
July 2021 
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  30 Largest Unpaid – Real 
 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 
 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 
 

 
 
August 2021 
 

 
 



14 
 

 
Camden County Board of Commissioners 
October 4, 2021 

 
 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Real 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
Motion to approve the tax reports as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Mrs. Anderson added that the Tax Office had received calls from citizens in regard to the tax increase.  Staff has 
worked with a number of citizens, explaining payment options.  The deadline for payment is January 5, 2022.  
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Revaluation will begin in January.  The Sheriff’s Office will have vehicle descriptions of revaluation staff and they 
will also wear identification badges. 
 

B. Camden County Schools Request – Ken Bowman 
 
The boiler at the High School that services the science wing to the media center is thirty years old and must be 
replaced. It is inspected annually by the state and during the recent 2021 inspection it was noted that water is leaking 
at the weld seams. It was also noted the inside of the boiler is rusted and therefore was condemned for use by the 
state inspector. This type of failure is non-repairable. Mr. Larry Lawrence, School Division, located a new 
replacement boiler with a manufacturer in Maryland. However, it is the only one available at this time. The cost for 
the new boiler including installation is $68,300.  If the boiler is not replaced then those sections of the school will 
not have heat this winter. The School has requested the county provide funding for the new boiler.   
 
Motion to approve the new boiler for the high school as requested. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
C. NCDOT Abandonment Petition – Ken Bowman 

 
Mr. Bob McDaniels, 200 Shipyard Road and Mr. & Mrs. Richard Durham, 201 Shipyard Road, are requesting that 
Camden County support their request to abandon the portion of Shipyard Road adjacent to their properties.  The 
County Manager and select staff have spoken to Mr. McDaniels about this request and the reason for abandoning 
this portion of the road.  He pointed out that it is to keep people from turning around in his yard when they get to the 
end of the road.  It should be noted that NCDOT’s Right-of-Way extends approximately 25 feet to the left and right 
of the center line of the road.  If this request is approved by NCDOT, this portion of the road will be taken out of the 
its maintenance system.   
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Commissioner Krainiak questioned what would change if that portion of the road is abandoned?  This was in 
reference to Mr. McDaniels’ concern of the vehicles turning around on his property when they get to the end of the 
road.   
 
Mr. McDaniels explained that the individuals could then turn around in his driveaway as opposed to his yard.  He 
would like to provide a means of egress for people to legally turnaround without trespassing.   
 
Vice-Chairman Ross Munro expressed concern that in an emergency situation on the water, the boat ramp would 
need to be accessible to get rescue watercraft to the site.   
 
Mr. McDaniels explained that the boat ramp at the end of the road is on the Durham’s property.  It is not in the right-
of-way.     
 
Commissioner Clayton Riggs explained that the survey that he viewed shows the 25 right-of-way runs into the river.  
Mr. McDaniels explained that the survey Commissioner Riggs is looking at is not accurate.  He maintained that the 
right-of-way is 25-feet on each side of the center line of the road. Mr. McDaniels also maintains that the legal 
description of Shipyard Road is 1.0 miles, which ends at the portion of the road that he is petitioning to be 
abandoned.  At that point in the road is a magnetic marker that was placed there by an unknown individual. 
 
Commissioner Krainiak requested a survey that shows the markers on the property.   
 
After a brief discussion, Commissioner Riggs made a motion. 
 
Motion to table this matter until the November 1, 2021 meeting to gather more information. 



19 
 

 
Camden County Board of Commissioners 
October 4, 2021 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
D. Treasure Point Land Transfer – Austin Brown 

 
The Camden County Cooperative Extension Board met in recent months to discuss transferring a portion of the 
Treasure Point property to Camden County.  The ultimate goal for this decision is the need to build a new building 
to host events and recreation activities for the citizens of Camden. They want to pursue The North Carolina Parks 
and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant opportunity in May 2022 to help fund the cost of the building. During 
their research they were made aware the land has to be under the control of the locality. Therefore, they would like 
to donate the property to the County. Lastly, the modular they are currently occupying will not be needed if you 
decide to move forward with this option.  Staff recommendation is to accept this property from the Camden County 
Cooperative Extension Board to allow them to pursue a PARTF grant for building a stand-alone facility on the 
property. 
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Motion to accept the proposed portion of Treasure Point property to allow Cooperative Extension to pursue a 
PARTF grant to build a stand-alone facility at that location, subject to the donor’s agreement. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
E. South Camden Fire Department Request – Kirk Jennings 

 
South Camden Fire Department is requesting approval from the Board of Commissioners to purchase two (2) E-One 
1830 Commercial Tankers. This request is due to the current age of the existing tankers and the ability to purchase 
the equipment before a significant price increase goes into effect.  The quote received from Fire Connections (the 
manufacturer) in July is for $869,384. Since this amount is more than what the South Camden Fire Department has 
in their budget they will be required to apply for a loan to purchase the vehicles. SCFD received a financing 
proposal from Leasing 2 (Loan Company) on August 27th and received 3 options for financing. The goal is to 
finance this purchase for a period of seven (7) years making a down payment of $246,780.54, a performance bond of 
$3,477.54 from fund balance and receiving a pre-payment discount to pay in full and finance the remaining 
$600,000. 
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Motion to adopt Resolution 2021-10-01 Approving Terms for the Financing of (2) E-One 1830 Commercial 
Tankers for the South Camden Fire Department. 
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RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 6.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. East Albemarle Regional Library Board – Reappointment of Sandra Duckwall and Appointment of 
Virginia Kuklewski 

B. Library Board – Appointment of Phyllis Timmerman 
C. ABC Board – Reappointment of Glenn Carey 
D. Board of Adjustment – Appointment of Michael Stimac 
E. Jury Commission – Reappointment of Gail Perry 

 
Motion to approve the Board Appointments as presented.   

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 7.  CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes – August 2, 2021 

B. Budget Amendments 
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C. Tax Collection Reports 
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D. DMV Monthly Report 
 

   
 

E. Refunds Over $100 
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F. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 
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G. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 

 

 
 

H. Surplus Property 
 

Department Item Disposal Method Suggested Value Reason for Surplus 
NC Cooperative 
Extension 

Laptop charging 
station 

Donate to Camden 
Early College 

$150 No longer needed 

Parks & 
Recreation 

Star Trac Treadmill GovDeals $50 Touchpad needs to 
be replaced 

 
I. Order for the Collection of 2021 Taxes 
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J. Revised Regular Meeting Schedule 
 

 
 

K. Albemarle Regional Broadband Expansion Project – Letter of Support 
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Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 8.  COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 

• Volunteers needed to serve on various boards and committees.  Check the county website for an 
application. 

• 1st Annual Camden Heritage Festival – October 9th; 10 AM – 3 PM at the Community Park.   
• Installation of Broadband fiber is now moving forward at the Commerce Park with a programmed 

completion date of mid-November. 
• Library schedule has a major completion date of December 31, 2021 with a move-in date of January 2022. 
• In August the NC Digital Team visited the Camden County Heritage Museum to scan museum materials 

for archiving.  Camden County was the 100th county to be included in the collection. 
• Continue to be vigilant with the COVID-19 variant.  Even though you’ve had the vaccination you can still 

get COVID. 
• Next Board of Commissioners Meeting – November 1, 2021. 

 
 
ITEM 9.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Commissioner Riggs – According to a recent meeting with Albemarle Regional Health Services approximately one-
third of Camden County citizens have been vaccinated; 8 deaths due to COVID; 33 active cases currently. 
 
ITEM 10.  INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
Provided for information only: 

A. Register of Deeds Report 
B. Library Report 
C. NC Forest Service Annual Report 
D. JCPC Meeting Minutes FY 2020-2021 

 
ITEM 11.  OTHER MATTERS          
None. 
 
ITEM 12.  ADJOURN           
There being no further matters for discussion, Chairman Tom White adjourned the meeting at 8:25 PM.   
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 
            
Tom White, Chairman    Karen M. Davis 
Camden County Board of Commissioners  Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 


