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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
September 9, 2019 

Closed Session – 6:00 PM 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 

Historic Courtroom 
Camden, North Carolina 

 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on September 9, 2019 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 6:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chairman Clayton Riggs, 
Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Randy Krainiak and Ross Munro.   
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion to go into Closed Session to discuss property acquisition and personnel. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Motion to come out of Closed Session. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
The Board came out of Closed Session at 6:40 PM and was recessed by the Chairman until 7:00 PM. 
 
At 7:00 PM Chairman White reconvened the Board of Commissioners for its regular meeting and welcomed 
everyone in attendance. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Rev. Bill Blake gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1. PUBLIC COMMENTS        
 
Brenda Bowman of Trestles Court included the following information in her remarks: 

 Citizen News recently published 
 National Cleanup Day – September 21, 2019  
 Camden Heritage Festival – May 2020  

 
 
ITEM 2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA        
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
 
ITEM 3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT    
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict Of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 4. PRESENTATIONS          
 

A. YouthVoice Conference – Adriane Navolis reported on her experience as a YouthVoice delegate at the 
National Association of County Commissioners Annual Conference in Greensboro, NC. 

B. CMS Junior Beta Club – Club Advisor Star Brinner and members of the CMS Junior Beta Club reported on 
their accomplishments at the recent Beta Club State and National Conventions. 

C. Regional Advisory Council – Gwen Wescott included updates on the following in her report from a recent 
meeting of the Regional Advisory Council: 

 Senior Nutrition Program 
 Dementia and Caregiving Program 
 Scam Alerts 
 Senior Recognition Day 
 Santa’s Bags Program 

D. Broadband Update – County Manager Ken Bowman presented an update on behalf of Eastern Shore 
Communications and included the following:  

 Eastern Shore Communications is working with NCDOT and NCDENR (NC Dept. of 
Environment and Natural Resources) to secure county-wide permits. 

 Environmental is complete and signed off through USDA.   
 Phase I will bring fiber from the north water tower to the south water tower via the County 

Office and Library.  The point of connection to MCNC (Microelectronics Center of NC) will 
be at the Shipyard Road/343 intersection. 

 Eastern Shore Communications is working on a plan to extend fiber to the Camden Business 
Park. 

 Plans have been submitted to Public Works to install wireless equipment on the two water 
towers.  Plans are under review by County Staff. 

 Plans no longer call for telecommunication shelters to be constructed on County property (at 
the two water towers).  The alternative plan is to have a small enclosure on an elevated (2 
feet) wooden pedestal with room for a generator and propane tank.  This dramatically reduces 
the footprint to perhaps 30 to 40 square feet.  ESC requests the Board of Commissioners to 
approve the start of construction at the towers and install the wireless equipment in the 
October/November timeframe. 

 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water 
& Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda 
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Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

   
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – David Credle 
 

 
 

 
Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Chairman White reconvened the meeting of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 5. PUBLIC HEARING          
 

A. Ordinance 2019-09-01 Rezoning Application  
 
Motion to go into Public Hearing for Ordinance 2019-09-01 Rezoning Application. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Zoning Officer Dave Parks introduced the applicant Eric Wood.  Mr. Wood stated that it is his intention to cut the 
two-acre lot down to one-acre lots.  It is his request that the property be rezoned from Rural Residential to Village 
Residential.   
 
Dave Parks gave an overview of the property maps and presented the Staff Report.   
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Chairman White opened the floor for public comments on the rezoning application. 
 
David Seymour of 114 Mandy Lane addressed the Board.  Mr. Seymour spoke in opposition to the rezoning and 
believes it should be left as it is currently; two-acre lots.   
 
William Dozier of 209 Country Club Road addressed the Board.  Mr. Dozier spoke in opposition to the rezoning and 
expressed concern in regard to drainage issues and lot sizes.   
 
Dave Parks reminded the Board that drainage concerns are addressed during the process of property development.   
 
There being no further comments from the public Chairman White called for a motion to close the Public Hearing.   
 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2019-09-01 Rezoning Application. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Motion to consider Ordinance 2019-09-01 Rezoning Application at the next meeting to take place on October 
7, 2019. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-1] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs 
NAY: Munro 
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ITEM 6. OLD BUSINESS          
 

A. Travel Policy – Ken Bowman 
 
The travel policy was updated with travel guidance pertaining to per diem rates, credit card usage and mileage 
allowances for privately-owned vehicles.   
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Motion to approve the travel policy mileage reimbursement at the current IRS rate at the time of travel. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Motion to approve the travel policy meal reimbursement as presented by the County Manager. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
B. Library Lease Contract – Ken Bowman 
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Motion to approve the Library Lease Contract as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
C. Revised Camden Code Chapter 150 Minimum Housing Code 

 
The Revised Camden Code Chapter 150 Minimum Housing Code was first introduced to the Board at its August 5, 
2019 meeting.  The ordinance was not adopted in that a unanimous vote is required on the date of introduction for 
adoption.  The vote taken on August 5, 2019 was as follows: 3 in favor, 2 opposed.  Therefore the ordinance was 
placed on the agenda for consideration a second time.    
 
Planning Director Dan Porter highlighted language in §150.20 that establishes the specific criteria for investigating 
possible code violations. 
 
County Attorney John Morrison explained that the state statutes allow the County, operating under reasonable 
grounds, to adopt such an ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Krainiak expressed concern in regard to the timeframe allowed for the property owner to take the 
necessary action to be in compliance with the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Porter explained that the most important timeframe is the timeframe in which to hold a hearing.   
 
Motion to approve replacing the existing Chapter 150 Building Regulations: Construction with the Proposed 
Ordinance No. 2019-08-01.   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Motion to direct the Building Inspections Division to conduct investigations according to Chapter 150.2 (C).   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 7. NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Monthly Tax Report – Lisa Anderson presented the tax report for July 2019. 
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30 Largest Unpaid - Real 

 
30 Oldest Unpaid - Real 
 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 
 

 
 
Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
 

B. Milltown Boat Ramp 
 
County Manager Ken Bowman presented the Milltown Boat Ramp project bid recommendation. 
 
The Milltown Boat Ramp was constructed in 2004 with funding assistance from CAMA ACCESS Grant. Over the 
years it has been used consistently but has also undergone significant deterioration due to many storms. In spring of 
2018 the ramp became dangerous due to undercutting erosion at the submerged end of the ramp and was closed to 
the public. 
 
The county contracted with a marine engineering consultant to prepare plans and specifications to repair and/or 
replace the, pier, rip rap, and bulkhead along with redesigning and replacing the boat ramp that may better weather 
the periodic storms. 
 
The project went to bid in January 2018 but no bids were received due to the short timeframe objective and most 
contractors were busy in Wilmington with repairs resulting from major hurricanes.   
 
The project was rebid in June with a completion date for December 2019.  Two bids were received and reviewed by 
staff with the following recommendation:  Approve contract for $41,556 with Layden Marine Inc. for the repair and 
replacement of the Milltown Boat Ramp and Pier per the plans a specification included in the request for proposals 
of June 14, 2019. 
 
Motion to approve contract for $41,556 with Layden Marine, Inc. for the repair and replacement of the 
Milltown Boat Ramp & Pier per the plans and specification included in the request for proposals of June 14, 
2019. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 8. BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
 
Motion to appoint Marc O’Neal to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 9. CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes – August 5, 2019 
 
B. Budget Amendments 
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C. Tax Collection Report 
 

 
 

D. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 
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E. Refunds Over $100 – July 2019 
 

 
 

F. Refunds Over $100 – August 2019 
 

 
 

G. DMV Monthly Report 
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H. Surplus Property Request 
 

Department Item Disposal Method Reason 
JCPC Dell Desktop 

 
GovDeals No longer needed 

JCPC Lenovo Laptop 
 

GovDeals No longer needed 

Planning 2007 Durango  
SLT 4x4 

GovDeals Replaced 

Elections Lexmark Printer 
 

GovDeals Replaced 

 
 

I. Proposed County Logo & Tag Line – Moved to Other Matters on agenda for discussion 
 

J. Resolution 2019-09-01 Opposing Proposed Amendment 2 of the Southern Flounder Fishery Management 
Plan 
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K. DHHS Request – Operation Santa Claus Project 
 

 
 
 
 



23 
 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs offered a motion to pull Item I – Proposed County Logo & Tag Line from the Consent 
Agenda for discussion and approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
ITEM 10. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 

 M.B. Kahn Construction presentation on the school facility study – September 16, 2019; 6 PM at the 
Library 

 Special Election – September 10, 2019 
 9/11 Ceremony – September 11, 2019; Courthouse Lawn; Moment of Silence, 8:46 AM 
 Next Board of Commissioners Meeting – October 7, 2019 
 Hurricane Dorian Situational Update 

 
ITEM 11. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Chairman White expressed appreciation to the electric company employees who worked long hours to get power 
restored to the area in a timely manner. 
 
Commissioner Meiggs expressed appreciation to the South Mills Volunteer Fire Department for their efforts during 
the hurricane.   
 
Chairman Riggs expressed appreciation to all the first responders who worked and served in various capacities 
during the storm. 
 
ITEM 12. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
 
The following items were provided for information purposes: 

A. YTD Sales Tax Revenue Collections 

B. Register of Deeds Report 

C. JCPC Meeting Minutes 

D. Library Report 
 
ITEM 13. OTHER MATTERS          
 
Moved From Consent Agenda: I. Proposed County Logo and Tag Line 
 
Commissioner Meiggs stated that to his recollection the logo was not brought to the Board for a vote.  Therefore, the 
logo and tag line should not have been changed without approval from the Board.  Commissioner Meiggs does not 
believe the tag line ‘Boundless Opportunities’ fits Camden County.   
 
County Manager Ken Bowman stated that the decision to change the logo took place through the Administration 
Office and that the logo had been sent to the Board members informally in June for review and approval.  The logo 
and tag line were designed by Emery Advertising in an effort to assist with County branding and marketing.  It was 
Mr. Bowman’s recommendation that the logo be approved as presented.   
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Motion to approve the logo as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-1] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Riggs, Munro 
NAYS: Meiggs 

  
ITEM 14. ADJOURN           
 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
Chairman White adjourned the meeting of the Board of Commissioners at 8:42 PM. 
 
 
            
      Tom White, Chairman 
      Camden County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
     
Karen M. Davis, NCCCC 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 


