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MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held 

on May 4th, 2015 in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  The 

following Commissioners were present: 

 

Chairman Michael McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White; 

 

Also attending were County Finance Officer Stephanie Humphries, County 

Attorney John Morrison and Clerk to the Board Angela Wooten.  Present for 

purposes of making a presentation(s) or providing supporting information for 

agenda items were the following persons:  Planning Director Dan Porter, Tax 

Administrator Lisa Anderson. 

 

 

Regular Session, 7:00 P.M. 

 

Chairman Michael McLain called to order the May 4th, 2015 meeting of the 

Camden County Board of Commissioners at 7:00 PM. 

 

 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Commissioner Sandra Duckwall gave the invocation and led those present in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

Public Comments   

 

None 

 

 

Consideration of Agenda  

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  Not 

hearing any changes, Chairman Michael McLain called for a motion.   

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  

The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting. 
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Presentations 

 

Item 3.A - Keith Hamm, BA, QP Mobile Crisis Supervisor 

 

Keith Hamm, Mobile Crisis Supervisor for the Albemarle Area gave a brief 

overview of the Mobile Crisis Program and how it has impacted the lives of 

several Camden Citizen in 2014. 

 

Integrated Family Services PLLC Mobile Crisis Management is a service available 

24 hours a day/365 days per year at no cost to the individual receiving the service. 

Our Mobile Crisis Team is endorsed by East Carolina Behavioral Health (ECBH) 

to provide this service in Northeastern NC including Camden. 

 

Mobile crisis responds to individuals in the community in an effort to deescalate 

their crisis, develop appropriate strategies for symptom reduction, and make 

linkages to services designed to prevent future crisis situations. This service 

responds to crisis situations involving mental health, substance abuse, and 

individuals who are developmentally delayed. 

 

In 2014, IPS Mobile Crisis responded to 30 individuals in Camden County and 

83% were diverted from inpatient care and incarceration. Of those individuals, 5 

requests came from Law Enforcement. Additionally, 7 clients were referred 

directly from schools in Camden County. 

 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Item 4.A - Ordinance 2015-04-01 Rezoning Application (UDO 2015-03-11) 

Harbinger Land & Timber LLC and Assorted Development Corp – Gary Dunston 

 

Commissioner Sandra Duckwall made a motion to go into public hearing for 

Ordinance No. 2015-04-01 Rezoning Application (UDO 2015-03-11) Harbinger 

Land & Timber LLC and Assorted Development Corp – Gary Dunston.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting. 

 

Planning Director Dan Porter, advised the board Mr. Gary Dunstan owner/part 

owner of both properties has applied to rezone approximately 41 (farmland) of 

the 50 plus acres from Basic Residential (R3-2) to Basic Residential (R3-1). 

Property located at the intersections of Sandy Lane, Keeter Barn and Sharon 

Church Roads in South Mills Township. Staff presented the rezoning to the 

Planning Board on April 15, 2015 with the applicant present and after discussion 

Planning Board made the following motions:  

1. Consistency Statement: Approved a motion that the application for rezoning 

was consistent with both the CAMA Land Use Plan and Comprehensive Plan 

as both allowed densities of 1 acre lots.  

2. Motion was made and approved to rezone the 41 acres (farmland) from Basic 

Residential (R3-2) to Basic Residential (R3-1).  

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any comments from members of 

the public that wish to come forward. 
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Larry Hewitt of Sharon Church Road in South Mills states that he and his wife 

chose their 9 acre lot because it has been a dream of theirs to live in the country.    

He would not like to rezone the development to 1 acre lots.   

 

Mark Bissell advises that there are many benefits of having one acre lots allow 

them to build a higher level of design with all housing frontages on interior 

streets.  He also mentions that there will be no driveways or mail boxes on the 

state roads.  The entire woodland area can be either preserved or turned into a 

park. He believes the county will like the development.  He then asks if there are 

any questions from the board. 

 

Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall asked how many houses would be built on the 41 

acres. 

 

Mr. Bissell replied it would be in the low 40’s. 

 

Commissioner Tom White requested information with regard to size of the 

proposed homes when built on 1 acre lots. 

 

Gary Dunston of Kitty Hawk is one of the developers and advised they are 

proposing to 2000sq/ft. – 2500sq/ft. homes in the $300,000 range.   

 

Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any further comments from the 

public regarding this issue.  Hearing none, he advised that the board would vote 

at the next regular meeting due to opposition heard during the public Hearing. 

 

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to close the public hearing.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting. 

 

 

Board Appointments 

 

Item 5.A - Economic Improvement Council 

 

Chairman McLain informed the board that the Economic Improvement Council 

is looking for a volunteer to replace Camden’s current representative.  Clerk to 

the Board Ms. Wooten confirms that currently the county does not have any 

volunteer applications on file for the Economic Development Commission and 

that Commission meets every other month..  

 

Chairman Michael McLain requests that anyone interested in serving on the 

Economic Development Commission should completed a Volunteer Application 

and submit it to the County Managers office.  Once there is a willing volunteer on 

file, he will request this appointment be added to the agenda for the following 

regular meeting.   
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Consent Agenda 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs made a motion to approve the consent agenda as 

presented.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra 

Duckwall, Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting 

aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner 

not voting. 

 
 

Item 6.A - Draft Minutes –March 2nd, 2015 

 
 

Item 6.B - Budget Amendments – BA022 

 

 
 

 
 

Item 6.C - School Budget Amendments 
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Item 6.D - Expenditure Request 

 

The Camden Volunteer Fire Department is requesting funds for needed 

equipment. 

 

 
 

 
 

Item 6.E - Tax Refunds, Pickups, & Releases 
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Item 6.F - Expenditure Request 

 

The Camden Volunteer Fire Department is requesting to borrow funds for new 

Fire Truck. Propose 1% interest to avoid market rates and still provide interest to 

county for loss of interest on cash from bank and a repayment plan of $100,000 

per year over 5 years. 

 

 
 

 
 

Item 6.G - Volunteer Form - CEDC 

 

 
 

Item 6.H - Consortium Agreement Resolution 
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Item 6.I - 2015 National Day of Prayer 

 

 
 

 
 

Item 6.J - Older Americans Month 2015 

 

 
 

 

New Business 

 

Item 7.A - Monthly Tax Report 

 

Tax Administrator Lisa Anderson presented the Monthly Tax Report for March 

2015. 
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Top 30 Unpaid 

 
Top 30 Oldest 

 
Top 30 Unpaid 

 
Top 30 Oldest 

 
 

The County Attorney John Morrison advised the board that Potomac Timber 

Investments paid their taxes of $13,979.14 in full. 

 

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to approve the monthly tax report as 

presented.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra 

Duckwall, Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting 

aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner 

not voting. 
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Item 7.B - Engineering Aspects of A Waste Water Treatment Plant 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs advised that the Engineer, Mr. Robey, was unable to 

attend tonight’s meeting therefore he makes a motion to recess this 

Commissioners meeting until 3:00 Thursday in the conference room of Hyman 

and Robey located at the intersection of Gumberry Road and US 158. 

 

Chairman McLain adds this meeting will be open to the public. 

 

Commissioners Riggs’s motion to recess passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice 

Chair Sandra Duckwall, Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom 

White voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no 

Commissioner not voting. 

 

 

Commissioner’s Report 

 

Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall gave the Monthly Library Report.  

 

Commissioner Tom White provided some highlights from the very successful  

“Paddle for the Border”  in which there were 311 participants and many state 

dignitaries. 

 

Commissioner Clayton Riggs attended a K-12 Funding Class at the School of 

Government and wanted to let everyone know school funding reports are now on 

line for the public to view. 

 

Chairman Michael McLain  had the following items to report: 

 

 There is a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Dollar General’s Grand Opening on 

Saturday May 9th, 2015 at 7:30 AM and invites the public to come. 

 There is an ECBH Grant for handicap accessible playground equipment and 

hopes the county will apply. 

 

 

Information from Board and Staff 

 

The following items were provided to the Board for their information, and a copy 

of these items is maintained in the Clerk’s office. 

 

A. Elizabeth City Area Chamber Of Commerce 

B. Economic Value of the College of the Albemarle 

C. Library Report - April 

D. Scotland County Resolution 

E. County News April 20 2015 

F. N.C. Rural Infrastructure Authority Approves Grants 

G. NCACC Legislative Bulletin – April 17, 2015 

H. NCACC Legislative Bulletin - April 24, 2015 

I. House Bill 726 

J. Stepping Up 

K. Will ACOS Raise Medical Prices? 
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L. Sales Tax & Revenue Collection Report 

M. Excise Tax Publication 

N. Register of Deeds - April 

O. National Flood Insurance Program Community Assistance Visit 

P. ECBH 

Q. LME County General Funds Report 

R. LGFCU Gives Back 

 

 

Closed Session 

 

Chairman Michael McLain states the need to enter closed session pursuant to 

NCGS 143.318.11(a)(3) and 143.318.11(a)(5) potential litigation and contract 

negotiations. 

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to enter closed session at 7:58 PM.  

The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting 

 

Commissioner Garry Meiggs made a motion to come out of closed session at 8:10 

PM.  The motion passed 5-0 with Chairman McLain, Vice Chair Sandra Duckwall, 

Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Clayton Riggs and Tom White voting aye; no 

Commissioner voting no; no Commissioner absent; and no Commissioner not 

voting 

 

 

Meeting Recessed 

 

At 8:12 PM, Chairman Michael McLain asked if there were any other matters to 

come before the Board of Commissioners, hearing none, and by acclamation the 

meeting was recessed until 3:00 PM Thursday in the conference room of Hyman 

and Robey located at the intersection of Gumberry Road and US 158. 

 

 

 

   

 Chairman Michael McLain 

 Camden County Board of Commissioners 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

Angela L. Wooten 

Clerk to the Board 


