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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Meeting 

June 1, 2020; 7:00 PM 
Historic Courtroom 

Camden, North Carolina 
 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on June 1, 2020 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  Due to Gov. Roy Cooper’s executive order limiting public gatherings to no 
more than 10 people to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the meeting was streamed live for the benefit of the media 
and public.  Citizens were invited to submit public comments by sending their remarks via email to the Clerk to the 
Board.  Comments submitted were to be read by the Clerk during the live meeting and entered into the Public 
Record.     
 
WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 7:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chairman Clayton Riggs, 
Commissioners Garry Meiggs, Randy Krainiak and Ross Munro.   
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Garry Meiggs gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS          
The following comments were received by email due to COVID-19 and read aloud by the Clerk: 
 
Steven R. Judd, Jr. of Country Club Road - As a tax paying citizen of Camden County, I am demanding to be heard by you. Your 
failure to act in a responsible manner towards building a new school concerns me greatly. The future of this county relies on the 
quality of our school system. Without proper facilities and appropriate staff, we will undoubtedly see a decrease in ratings and 
an increase in debt.  It is irresponsible not to place this project on the ballot for the citizens to decide. Your opinion and goals do 
not represent the majority of your constituents. You and I cannot afford to let this project linger for another two years. We simply 
will not have the money, nor the room, to raise taxes to compensate for the poor decision made by Commissioner Garry Meiggs, 
Clayton Riggs, and Randy Krainiak.  My children deserve to receive the same education that your children have received in 
Camden County. Overcrowding eliminates that possibility. People move to Camden County specifically for the schools; you will 
begin to see them move out of Camden County if you and your colleagues do not take a serious approach to building a new high 
school.  Education and Public Safety are what makes this county desirable and loved by the people who live here, and want to 
live here. The priorities of this board are an embarrassment. I expect proper representation from you Mr. Krainiak. Listen to the 
people.  Please vote for the referendum on Monday, June 1st.  We are all watching. 
 
Kiera E. Clark - As a tax paying parent, I implore you to practice foresight and cease the ignorance. Spend our money on our 
school system.  Our children need a school system that puts their safety at the forefront.  Considering our current pandemic 
challenges and the fact our high school trailers do not provide sufficient space for appropriate hygiene management, you have an 
obligation to protect our future (children).  Hand sanitizer does not kill harmful pathogens alone. Good air quality and scrubbing 
hands at least 20-seconds with soap is a basic necessity to combat disease. The trailers are dated and do not meet basic human 
needs.  We need a new high school.  Our school system deserves an overhaul. You are not in need of a brand-new building in a 
time where most of your community is struggling financially due to closed businesses or hours being decreased. Parents will not 
choose to live in Camden if the schools lack strong teachers, successful sports programs and positive educational outcomes. 
This will not attract other quality educators either.  Building more and more houses and subdivisions is only lining politician 
pockets, like yours Mr. Krainiak.  Is it true your family will be financially benefiting from the land rezone next to the library?   
Quality schools with strong educators and sports programs attract families. If you are unsure of that, ask Sentara and see how 
difficult of a time they have bringing in providers with families after they research our school system. Investing in our schools 
will impact the economy and positive community growth. Taxation with no representation is what you are practicing.  I motion 
that you suspend further votes and moving forward with the administration site build until the meetings are opened back up to the 
public in-person, in addition to placing our new high school build into the 2021 budget. I also move that there be an investigation 
of possible conflict of interest into the Board of Commissioners and possible personal financial gains in the development of the 
land throughout all of Camden County. It would be good to clear the air if this is an untrue rumor.  
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Franklin & Linda Williams of Culpepper Road - We, Franklin and Linda Williams, feel that a great injustice was done last week 
when this board chose to rob us and all the taxpayers in this county from being able to decide on the future of the proposed new 
Camden County High School.  It should not be the decision of 3 commissioners to decide this for the entire county.  The county 
has spent time and our money into the planning of this new high school…again.  This has been going on for over 11 years and 
still NOTHING has been done to relieve the crowding in our schools.  We had 3 sons graduate from Camden High School and we 
presently have 6 grandchildren in the same system.  All of our sons reside in the county and also pay their taxes here.  We pay a 
healthy amount in taxes, yet we all support the building of this school and we are adult enough to understand that this will likely 
raise our taxes…but it is necessary. With the low interest rates and the 12.3 million in grant money this is doable now…not 2 
years from now when the grants and the low interest rates will be gone.  We ask that this board becomes the Board of 
Commissioners that will finally get this school built.  This county has waited too long and already spent too much to let it just slip 
by once again.  Please do your job in finding the best options for the school and funding and then let us…the taxpayers…do 
ours.   
 
Deanna Manns of Sleepy Hollow Rd. - Hello, my name is Deanna Manns and we live in Camden County. I have a son in Grandy 
Primary School and I'd love to see ya’ll move forward to build the new high school. Ya’ll have so many new houses popping up 
everywhere throughout the county that new schools are a MUST. They're not a want but a NEED. Please get the high school 
started because you will need to expand or make a new elementary and middle school in the very near future. Thank you. 
 
Sandra S. Hair of Culpepper Rd. – School Bond Referendum: Why wait?  1. The independent feasibility study, which cost 
$25,000, supports the need.  2. A 12.3 million free needs-based grant is available for school construction.  3. Interest rates are 
currently at record lows.  4. Rising construction costs.  I am therefore requesting you rescind your vote to place the school bond 
referendum on the 2022 ballot. There is absolutely no reason to delay for two years.  I am requesting you place the school bond 
referendum on the 2020 ballot and let the decision be made by the voters in November. 
 
Jonathan & Leslie Cropp of Summer Way - I am writing to voice my concern to the Commissioners after hearing they plan to 
postpone discussions of new school construction for 2 or more years. I see new homes being built in every direction in Camden 
County and some current students going to classes in trailers.  I have four children in Camden schools right now.  What is the 
advantage of waiting two more years?  There are many reasons to get to work fixing this problem now. 1) As I understand it, 
right now there is over $12M from a grant, which all could be used in construction of a new school at no cost to taxpayers.  2) A 
feasibility study has already been conducted outlining all Camden schools at or beyond capacity right now. 3) Interest rates 
cannot go much lower than they are right now. 4) The number of students in local schools is only going up during the next few 
years.  5) The health and safety of students should be a top priority to the Commissioners.  Having students in overcrowded 
classes and trailers is not ideal for their health or safety.  Thank you for the work you do and God Bless. 
 
Stephen & Huyla Coker - As residents of Camden County and as parents of three children (senior, sophomore and a 7th grader) 
in the Camden County School System, we urge you to rescind your decision from last week.  We request that you move forward 
with allowing the citizens of Camden to have the opportunity to vote on the bond referendum in November of 2020.  We have had 
3 children in the school system, often spread across 3 different schools in the same year.  We have firsthand experience 
regarding the space, facility and safety challenges within the existing schools.  With a current total of 32 student years we feel 
qualified to attest to the very real and urgent need for a new school building NOW and not down the road.  This process has 
already been going on long enough.  It is never pleasant to spend large amounts of money but sometimes it is 
necessary.  Sometimes avoiding expenses results in higher costs down the road.  We feel strongly that now is the time to allow the 
citizens to have an opportunity to vote on what we feel is best for our children.  Thank you for your consideration of our request 
and thank you for your service to Camden County. 
 
Christie Hamilton of Billets Bridge Rd. - As a parent of two young children, I urge you to reconsider the vote and allow the 
people to vote in moving forward with the new high school. Now more than ever it is important to ensure our children are given a 
safe learning environment. We cannot possibly think we can help them learn and feel safe AND introduce COVID-19 strategies 
when they are overcrowded in trailers. Please, change your vote and allow the process to begin.  
 
ITEM 2.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3.  CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA        
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water 
& Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
A. Monthly Report – David Credle 
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Mr. Credle included the following in his report: 
 

• SCWSD has received requests from Camden Plantation and South Mills Landing Subdivisions to service 
first phases respectively.  SCWSD currently has the capacity to service the first phases of both 
subdivisions. 

• The construction of the new well included in the 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program will give 
SCWSD the ability to raise water capacity from 720,000 to 1,080,000 gallons/day. 

• Appreciation to the Board of Commissioners for the work on the CIP and “staying ahead of the curve.” 
• The water main at the Commerce Park has been chlorinated, flushed and is back online. 

 
Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
Chairman White reconvened the Board of Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 4.  PUBLIC HEARINGS          
 

A. Proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget – Ken Bowman 
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Motion to open the public hearing for the Proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 
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There were no public comments in regard to the Proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget. 
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Motion to close the public hearing. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
Motion to add the Proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget to New Business as Item 5.D. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
B. Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program – Ken Bowman 

 
Motion to open the public hearing for the Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
County Manager Ken Bowman presented the Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program.  The entire 
document is incorporated herein as reference.   
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There were no public comments in regard to the Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program. 
 
Motion to close the public hearing. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
Motion to add the Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program to New Business as Item 5.E. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 
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ITEM 5.  NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Tax Report – Lisa Anderson 
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30 Largest Unpaid – Real 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
B. Resolution 2020-06-01: Salaries & Compensation for Various Boards and Commissions – Ken Bowman 
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Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-06-01 Salaries & Compensation for Various Boards and Commissioners as 
presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
C. Boomerang Design Fee Proposal – Ken Bowman 

 
After much deliberation and consideration of the cost for the administration complex during the downturn of the 
economy due to COVID-19, staff was directed to look at phasing the project focusing on building the Library first 
and master planning the entire project for the second phase. 
 
After advertising for architectural firms and conducting interviews, Boomerang Design was selected for design of 
the new Library (Phase I).  
 
As requested, they have provided their proposal for professional services for Phase I which includes architectural 
and engineering design services for a one-story building (+/- 11,700 square ft.) consisting of a Library, a 
Community Meeting Room, a Commissioner and Committee Board Room with support spaces, and a small 
catering/warming kitchen. 
 
Their services also include design of a master plan for the site (as required by AHJ permitting) which will also 
provide the County with a road map for future building development and extension of utility services. Time is of the 
essence as they understand the facility needs to be substantially completed by September 1, 2021. 
 
Master Plan: The services include the master planning of the 7-8 acre site for the development of Phase I as well as 
conceptual design for future building development. Their services include overall conceptual design for the entire 
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site development to ensure that services, access, connectivity to other county facilities, etc. are all addressed and 
considered for site development. 
 
 

   
 

   
 



14 
 

 
 
Motion to approve Boomerang Design’s proposal for professional services and authorize the Chairman to 
sign. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
Commissioner Krainiak added that the Library is being built out of necessity and the construction of the remainder 
of the Administration Complex has been placed on hold due to the uncertainty of the future economy due to 
COVID-19, 
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D. Proposed FY 2020-2021 Budget 
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Motion to adopt the FY 2020-2021 Budget and Fee Schedule as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
E. Proposed 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program 
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Motion to approve the 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
ITEM 6.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Tourism Development Authority 
 
Motion to reappoint Adam Carver to the Tourism Development Authority for an additional term. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
ITEM 7.  CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes – April 29, 2020 

B. BOC Meeting Minutes – May 4, 2020 

C. BOC Meeting Minutes – May 13, 2020 
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D. Budget Amendments 

   
 

E. School Budget Amendments 
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F. DMV Monthly Report 
 

 
 

G. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 

 
 

H. Tax Collection Report 
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I. Set Public Hearing – South Mills Landing 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
ITEM 8.  COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 

• COVID-19 Update in Camden County – 3 lab-confirmed cases; 1 active and 2 recovered. 
• Sarah Hill with Tourism was awarded a full scholarship to Southeast Tourism Marketing College for her 

third and final year to become eligible to receive her Travel Marketing Professional credentials.   
• Appreciation to everyone for their input and efforts to develop the 2020-2021 Budget. 
• The current Census count for Camden County is 63.8%, which is above the state rate of 56.4%, currently 

ranking Camden County number 7 out of 100 counties. 
• Next Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting – July 6, 2020 
• Happy 4th of July as that is our next holiday.   

 
ITEM 9.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Commissioner Garry Meiggs noted that traffic tickets are down 56% in the state of North Carolina which will in turn 
affect revenues.   
 
ITEM 10.  INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
 
The following was provided to the Board for information purposes: 
 

A. Register of Deeds Report 

B. Library Report 
 
ITEM 11.  OTHER MATTERS          
 
Motion to add the referendum for the School Board back on the 2020 agenda and direct the County Manager 
and Superintendent to work diligently to make sure the county meets all the checkpoints. 

RESULT: PASSED [3-2] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: White, Munro, Riggs,  
NOES: Meiggs, Krainiak 

 
ITEM 12.  ADJOURN           
 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
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Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Riggs, Meiggs 

 
Chairman White adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM. 
 
Board of Equalization and Review 
 
Chairman White reconvened the Board of Equalization & Review at 8:00 PM. 
 
There being no cases for review, Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn Board of Equalization and Review. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
Chairman White adjourned the June 1, 2020 meeting of the Board of Equalization and Review at 8:01 PM. 
 
 
 
       
      Tom White, Chairman 
      Camden County Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Karen M. Davis 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


