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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
April 1, 2019 

Closed Session – 6:00 PM 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 

Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 
Camden, North Carolina 

 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on April 1, 2019 in 
the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  
 

CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 6:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice 
Chairman Clayton Riggs, Commissioners Garry Meiggs, and Randy Krainiak.  Absent for the 
Closed Session: Ross Munro. 
 
Staff Present: County Manager Ken Bowman, County Attorney John Morrison, Clerk to the 
Board Karen Davis. 
 
Motion to go into Closed Session to discuss economic development and to consult with the 
county attorney in regard to possible litigation. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs 
ABSENT: Ross Munro 

  
Motion to come out of Closed Session. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs 
ABSENT: Ross Munro 

  
At 6:50 PM Chairman Tom White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners until 
7:00 PM. 
 
At 7:00 PM Chairman White reconvened the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and 
welcomed those in attendance.   

Commissioner Ross Munro was present for the Regular Meeting. 
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Additional Staff Present for Regular Meeting:  Interim Finance Officer Sally Norfleet, Tax 
Administrator Lisa Anderson, Public Works Director David Credle, Director of Elections Elaine 
Best, Soil & Water Specialist Brian Lannon. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Pastor Kevin Buzzard gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1. PUBLIC COMMENTS        
 
None. 
 
ITEM 2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT    
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict Of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA        
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 4. PRESENTATIONS          
 

1. 2019 Spring Litter Sweep – Brenda Bowman presented an update on the April 13-27, 
2019 Spring Litter Sweep in Camden County.  First grade students from Grandy Primary 
School were performed a Litter Sweep song and presented the commissioners with safety 
vests and cleanup tools. 

2. Department Update – Board of Elections Director Elaine Best gave an update from Board 
of Elections. 

3. Employee Recognition – The following employees were recognized for recent 
accomplishments: 

 Soil & Water Conservation Specialist Brain Lannon – Recipient of the Bobby 
Brock Soil Health Award from the NC Soil & Water Conservation Society. 

 Clerk to the Board Karen Davis – Received designation as a North Carolina 
Certified County Clerk at the Annual North Carolina Association of County 
Clerks Conference in March 2019. 

 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and called to order the 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
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Consideration of the Agenda 
 

 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report 
 
Public Works Director David Credle presented the monthly report for February 2019 and the 12-
month report. 
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Mr. Credle also gave the following updates: 

 The lagoon liner replacement project has been completed. 
 The new wastewater treatment facility: 

 High-rate infiltration pond dug out; backfilled with sand. 
 Building erected. 
 Electrical, plumbing, heat/air roughed in. 
 Lab framing complete. 
 Bathroom complete. 
 Sheetrock currently being installed. 

 
 
Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Motion to adjourn the meeting of the South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
Chairman White adjourned the South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors and 
reconvened the Camden County Board of Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 5. NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Land Conveyance Request – Amber Simonds 
 
Mrs. Simonds read the following prepared statement to the Board: 
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My name is Amber Simonds, Wife of Chris Simonds, of Burnt Mills. He is son of the late Lem 
Simonds Jr., of Burnt Mills.  Lem is the son of the late Lem Simonds, Sr., also of Burnt Mills.  
His father is the late Fletcher Simonds, also of Burnt Mills.  The Simonds lineage stretches over 
100 years in this area and our family cemetery is directly behind our property on Lake Road.   
 
April 2015, Lem Jr. passed unexpectedly.  Four days before our daughter, Jackson Simonds, was 
born.  From his passing, Chris’ mother was reliant on her own income to maintain the home.  To 
continue the legacy on Lake Road we decided to sell our home in Elizabeth City and buy the 
property from Chris’ mother, relieving her of the debt. 
 
We have lived in the same home since May 2016 and we are ready to branch out and build in the 
near future.  In a meeting with Farm Credit, we will need a separate deeded property in order to 
build our home.  No one deeded property can have multiple mortgaged homes.  We have 
received an estimate to pull 2 acres of the 6.5 acres in our deed for our separate build and 
residence.  In speaking to the County Planner, it seems a land conveyance for a family 
subdivision is our only reasonable option to start our build process.  According to the current 
UDO; Article 151.2, Section 2.3, Transfer plat 2.3.23, we would have to convey the property to 
an immediate family member for possession of five years before they can convey it back to us in 
order to start building our forever home. 
 
I ask the board to revisit this ordinance for our family situation.  With our intent and footprint in 
the area, we aren’t leaving.  We would like to deed the separation to ourselves in order to build 
within the next year. 
 
Commissioner Meiggs expressed his desire for the Board to be able to assist this family with the 
request. 
 
County Attorney Morrison explained that the Board may or may not have the authority to grant 
the request based on the law.   
 
Chairman White stated that the County Manager would look into the situation further, along with 
the Planning Department, to see what, if anything can be done. 
 

B. Bid Tabulation & Recommendation for HMGP Management Company 
 
Emergency Management Coordinator Christy Saunders presented the following to the Board: 
 
Camden County has received three grant Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMPG) grants from 
Hurricane Matthew, one for the acquisition of five (5) residential properties, another for the 
acquisition of one (1) residential property (this was originally requested to be an elevation but had 
to be moved to acquisition due to the property being located within the floodway) and one for the 
demolition/reconstruction of two (2) properties.  These grants are funded 75% Federal share and 
25% State share.  Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for turnkey professional project 
implementation and management services were publicized in October, 2018 (with no response) 
and again in February, 2019 (with two responses).  Pasquotank-Camden Emergency Management 
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and the Camden County Manager have reviewed the proposals and requests the Board of 
Commissioners award the contract to Holland Consulting Planners, Inc. 
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Motion to approve the bid award to Holland Consulting Planners, Inc. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
C. Tax Report  

 
Tax Administrator Lisa Anderson presented the tax report for February 2019. 
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30 Largest Unpaid – Real 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 
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30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 

Motion to approve the monthly tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
D. 2018 Advertisement of Tax Liens on Real Property 
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Motion to accept the report from the tax administrator that as of March 25, 2019 the total 
amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property is 
$260,027.54 and that this figure shall change over time with collections and releases. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
Motion to set the 2018 tax liens on real property advertising date of April 30, 2019. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
E. 2019 Board of Equalization and Review 

 
Motion to convene the 2019 Board of Equalization and Review on May 6, 2019 and adjourn 
on June 3, 2019. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
F. Standing Objection to Waiver of Court Costs and Fines 

 
Legislation has been passed to allow agencies who are recipients of court costs and fines to 
object to waiving of these fees.  The initial requirement was for counsel to attend proceedings to 
object.  It was not a feasible option for the county to have an attorney attend all proceedings.  
The AOC created a process to register a standing objection by having the county attorney file to 
the Government Agency Standing Response to Waiver/Remission of Court Costs and Fines. 
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Motion to direct Attorney Morrison to register the Standing Response to 
Waiver/Remission of Court Costs and Fines filing with the AOC. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
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G. Camden Heritage Festival 
 
Christy Cooper, Treasurer of the Camden Festival Committee, Inc., included the following in her 
remarks to the Board: 

 Camden Heritage Festival to take place Saturday, May 9, 2020; 10:00 AM – 8:00 
PM.  Rain date: Sunday, May 10, 2020; Noon – 8:00 PM. 

 Camden Festival Committee, Inc. - A group of approximately 20 Camden citizens 
have held two organizational meetings with a commitment of serving in various 
leadership roles.  The following county departments and other groups have attended 
the meetings and have committed to partner for the festival:  The Camden County 
Sheriff’s Department, Camden County Parks & Recreation, South Mills & Camden 
Volunteer Fire Departments, Pasquotank/Camden EMS, Camden Heritage Museum, 
the Dismal Swamp Welcome Center, the Camden Library, the Camden County 
Women’s Club, as well as local scout troops and churches. 

 Mission Statement, Purpose, Proposed Activities of the Camden Festival Committee 
 501(c)4 Non-Profit Organizational Meeting Held March 14, 2019 
 Elected Officers: Randy Krainiak, President; Brenda Bowman, Vice President; 

Rhiana Srebro, Secretary; Christy Cooper, Treasurer. 
 IRS EIN# obtained March 11, 2019. 
 Bylaws & Budget adopted March 14, 2019. 
 Requests to the Board: 

 $1,000 to cover fees necessary to file the appropriate organizational 
paperwork.  The Committee will be able to begin soliciting sponsorships for 
the festival immediately upon filing documents with the IRS & NC Secretary 
of State. 
 Articles of Incorporation to be filed with NC Secretary of State by 

John Morrison, Registered Agent, upon receipt of $50 fee. 
 IRS Notice of Intent to Operate under Section 501(c)4 to be filed with 

$60 fee. 
 Application for Recognition of Exemption as a 501(c)4 to be filed with 

$600 fee. 
 Balance to cover administrative costs such as computer paper, ink, and 

office supplies. 
 All paperwork must be filed within 60 days of organization meeting which took place 

on March 14, 2019. 
 
Vice Chairman Clayton Riggs offered a motion to approve a budget appropriation of up to 
$1,000 to support the Camden Heritage Festival Committee.   
 
Commissioner Krainiak had not yet been recused from the vote so Vice Chairman Riggs 
withdrew his motion. 
 
Commissioner Krainiak requested that the Board recuse him from voting in that he is an officer 
of the Camden Festival Committee. 
 
 



19 
 

Motion to recuse Commissioner Randy Krainiak from discussion and voting on the request 
of the Camden Festival Committee. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Randy Krainiak 

  
Commissioner Krainiak stepped down from the dais and did not participate in the discussion or 
vote in regard to the Camden Festival Committee. 
 
Motion to appropriate up to $1,000 for the Camden Festival Committee.   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
RECUSED: Randy Krainiak 

 
H. Finance Officer Appointment 

 
County Manager Ken Bowman explained that upon completion of a series of interviews for a 
county Finance Officer, the interview committee offered a recommendation for appointment. 
 
Chairman White announced that Interim Finance Officer Sally Norfleet was recommended for 
appointment as Finance Officer for Camden County. 
 
Motion to appoint Sally Norfleet as Finance Officer for Camden County.  

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
Chairman White stated that Mrs. Norfleet’s appointment would be effective immediately. 
 

I. Proclamation – 2019 Spring Litter Sweep 
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Motion to adopt the 2019 Spring Litter Sweep Proclamation. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 
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ITEM 6. BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

1. Gregg Stewart – Reappointment to the Camden Economic Development Commission 

2. Nathan Lilley – Appointment to the Planning Board 

3. Donna Harrell – Appointment to the Community Advisory Committee 
 
Motion to approve the board appointments as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
ITEM 7. CONSENT AGENDA         
 
The Consent Agenda was amended with the removal of Item 7.11 – Set Public Hearing on 
Ordinance 2019-03-01. 
 

1. BOC Meeting Minutes – March 4, 2019 
 

2. Budget Amendments 
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25 
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3. School Budget Amendments 
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4. Tax Collection Report 
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5. DMV Report 
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6. Vehicle Refunds Over $100.00 
 

 
 
 

7. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 
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8. Budget Appropriation – Harmony Café  
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9. DPS – Probation and Parole Office Space 
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10. Surplus Property – Sheriff 
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11. Set Public Hearing – Ordinance 2019-03-01 – Removed from agenda. 
 

12. Set Public Hearing – Preliminary Plan Phase II North River Crossing 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs, Vice Chairman 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
ITEM 8. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT       
 
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 
 

 Initial budget meetings have been completed with Department Heads. 

 Preconstruction meeting to be held on April 3, 2019 for the roadway extension for 
Camden Commerce Park Project. 

 Dollar General in Shiloh – Grand Opening on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 8 AM. 

 Board of Commissioners Budget/Finance/CIP Work Session – April 9, 2019 at 2:00 
PM in the Historic Courtroom. 

 County Offices Closed on Good Friday, April 19, 2019. 

 County Assembly Day – Possible date change to May 8, 2019 in Raleigh. 

 Sarah Hill, Dismal Swam Visitors Center, has received a full scholarship worth 
$1,600 to attend the Southeast Tourism Marketing College in Dahlonega, Georgia 
May 12-17, 2019.  This is her second year of classes.  She obtained a partial 
scholarship last year. 

 The next regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners – May 6, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
 
ITEM 9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS        
 

 Chairman White requested that any commissioner who is unable to locate his county 
identification badge to inform Stephanie Jackson to receive a replacement.  The 
identification badges are required in the event of an emergency to re-enter the county. 

 Commissioner Krainiak encouraged attendance at the 74th Annual Albemarle Area 4-H 
Livestock Show and Sale to take place April 23-24, 2019. 

 
ITEM 10. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES  
 
The following items were provided to the commissioners for information purposes: 
 

A. FY 18-19 YTD Finance Report 

B. Register of Deeds Report 
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C. Library Report 

 
ITEM 11. OTHER MATTERS          
 
None. 
 
ITEM 12. ADJOURN           
 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: White, Krainiak, Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

 
Chairman White adjourned the April 1, 2019 meeting of the Board of Commissioners at 8:17 
PM.  
 
                                                                           __________________________________ 
                                                                           Tom White, Chairman 
                                                                           Camden County Board of Commissioners 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Karen M. Davis 
Clerk to the Board 


