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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
April 5, 2021 

7:00 PM – Regular Meeting 
Historic Courtroom - Camden, North Carolina 

 

MINUTES 

A Regular Meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on April 5, 2021 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.   
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 7:00 PM.  Also Present: Vice Chairman Ross Munro, 
Commissioners Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White; County Manager Ken Bowman, and Clerk to the 
Board Karen Davis. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Pastor Bill Blake gave the invocation and the Board led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM 1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS          
 
The following addressed the Board with concerns in regard to the Camden Bears Youth Football League: 
 
Britton Overton, longtime resident of Camden and Director of Transportation for Camden County Schools included 
the following in his remarks:   

• His experience with the DHHS restrictions and recommendations in regard to COVID-19 due to his 
position. 

• Disappointment with the Parks & Recreation Department in regard to the Camden Bears Youth Football 
League and the fact that the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board is unaware of the situation. 

• Parks & Recreation Department web site has little to no information.   
• No sports have been offered by the Parks & Recreation Department during COVID. 
• No effort from the Parks & Recreation Department to overcome the challenges presented by COVID-19. 
• Will follow up with an email to the Commissioners, County Manager and Tim White and will appreciate a 

response. 
 
Jennifer White, Camden resident and parent, included the following in her remarks: 

• Has dealt with the many challenges associated with COVID in her workplace, but it’s time to move 
forward. 

• The children should be given the opportunity to play football in Camden. 
 
Christopher Sparks, South Mills Resident and parent, included the following in his remarks: 

• It is hurtful that the team is not allowed to practice on the field and has to go elsewhere to practice. 
• Requested support from the Commissioners for the team leaders and players. 

 
Marcus White, Camden citizen and coach, included the following in his remarks: 

• Encourages his children to take advantage of activities offered throughout the community. 
• For those playing soccer, there are no questions concerning residence, practice times, location of games; 

not so with football. 
• Referenced the Memorandum of Understanding between the Parks & Recreation Department and Board of 

Education.  Mrs. White assists with the program and provided the information requested, including 
insurance and rosters.  The League provided what was required in the MOU and still were not allowed to 
practice on the field.   

• There are no instructions on how to apply for a Category 4 permit and Mr. White requested feedback on 
how to do so. 

 
 
Tiffany Cuevas, Camden citizen and parent, included the following in her remarks: 
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• The importance of the opportunity for the children to get outside and play sports due to video games and 
remote learning.   

• The importance of the social and physical aspects of being involved in sports. 
 
Commissioner Riggs questioned the Memorandum of Understanding and what had changed.  
 
Mr. Overton explained that there were COVID issues in the fall that prevented the team from playing and that many 
of the guidelines and restrictions have changed.  He was told by Parks & Recreation Director Tim White that the 
Camden Bears could not use the field because the Albemarle Youth League, which is who sanctions the area youth 
sports, was not having a Spring league.  Only 2 organizations were able to put together teams – Pasquotank and 
Camden.  Mr. Overton questioned why once the insurance issue was corrected the team was still not allowed to play.   
Other Tier III organizations are using the facilities that are outside of Camden and Pasquotank.  He feels as though 
the football program was targeted in this situation.   
 
Chairman Tom White stated that the matter will be reviewed. 
 
Nicholas Rhodes, Camden resident and Director of the Camden Bears Youth Football League addressed the Board.  
It was his intent to start conditioning in the summer prior to the start of the season.  After a conversation with Tim 
White, they began taking temperatures and wearing masks.  Due to the Governor’s mandate, conditioning practices 
were shut down.  When the team began conditioning again they were shut down by the Parks & Recreation 
Department due to the players having contact.   The team started again in February and was shut down again 
because of “contact” between the players.  Proof of insurance and nonprofit status was provided and the league 
continued to be shut down.  The League was given a field in Elizabeth City on which to practice and the League is 
now a part of the Hampton Football League in Virginia with no issues.  The desire is for the league to have the 
opportunity to practice at their own facility here in Camden.   
 
Felicia White, Camden resident and parent, has been helping Mr. Rhodes with the program.  On March 9th, Mrs. 
White had a telephone conversation with Tim White in which Mr. White informed her that the League would no 
longer be able to use the facility as he was in the possession of a 27-second video, taken by a Camden County 
employee in the parking lot, that shows contact between the players.  She stated that was not possible because she 
was present the entire practice.  She requested to see the video and was refused.  Her husband, a football coach, has 
instructed the players on drills that can be practiced safely.  Camden County youth are now required to practice in 
Elizabeth City and should be allowed to play in their home county.  In her observation, soccer games and practices 
are continuing with no masks or distancing.   
 
ITEM 2.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3.  CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA        
The agenda was amended to add the Drone Program Application Request from the March 1st meeting to New 
Business as Item 6.E. 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 4.  PRESENTATIONS          
 

A. Camden Sheriff’s Office - Brandon Blount announced the Firehouse Subs grant award to the Sheriff’s 
Office of 10 new AED’s.   Every vehicle with the Sheriff’s Office is now equipped with an AED. The 
Sheriff’s Office also recently received a radar/message sign which it acquired through a contest sponsored 
by All Traffic Solutions at no expense to the County. 
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B. Animal Ordinance Amendment Request – Ms. Cam Smart presented the following request to amend the 
County Animal Ordinance. 
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Sheriff Kevin Jones addressed the Board concerning Ms. Smart’s request.  The Sheriff’s Office has received several 
complaints in regard to this situation with documentation dating back to May 2020 and could go back farther than 
that; complaints of unsanitary and conditions for the animals which included inadequate water, inadequate shade and 
animal waste in the pen.  The owner was contacted and warned that if conditions did not improve she would be 
charged.  Living conditions have improved.  Sheriff Jones made it clear that these are wolves, not dogs, and 
described their behavior as predatory.  The behavior of the wolves and noise from their howling create a nuisance 
for the neighbors.  He is in support of an amendment to the Animal Ordinance but it needs to be adapted for Camden 
County and enforceable by his Office.   
 
Commissioner Munro questioned if the owner of the animals was present in the meeting.  The owner was not 
present. 
 
Alan & Peggy Coe of Edgewater Drive addressed the Board in support of the request to amend the Animal 
Ordinance.  They support Ms. Smart’s findings and request to amend the Animal Ordinance.  They are concerned 
for their safety and that of their pet.  They also mentioned that the owner is rarely on the property. 
 
Mrs. Coe shared the following written comments from nearby residents who are also in support of amending the 
Animal Ordinance. 
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Commissioner Ross Munro complimented Ms. Smart on a well-prepared and delivered presentation.  Commissioner 
Munro offered a motion to approve the amended ordinance.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner Munro 
amended his motion.  He also requested that the Sheriff enforce the Kennel laws in the meantime.   
 
Motion to direct the Staff to prepare an amended Animal Ordinance for consideration at the June 7, 2021 
meeting. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
C. New High School Progress Report – Rick Ott, M.B. Kahn  
 

  



14 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
Chairman Tom White confirmed that there should be no issues with seating students for lunches in the proposed 
cafeteria.  Mr. Ott concurred that should not be an issue. 
 
Commissioner Krainiak inquired concerning the size of the current school and the number of classrooms as 
compared to the number of classrooms that will be in the new school.   
 
Mr. Ott stated that the current school is less than 80,000 square feet.  He did not have the answer concerning the 
number of classrooms. 
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Commissioner Krainiak expressed concern in regard to the amount of money this project will cost the taxpayers with 
the inclusion of operating costs.   
 
Mr. Ott stated that the State of North Carolina covers instructional costs, while the County will be responsible for 
costs associated with custodial, maintenance, insurance, etc. 
 
Commissioner Krainiak added that he would like to see the expected total amount of operating costs.   
 
At the conclusion of Mr. Ott’s presentation, Chairman Tom White recessed the meeting for a 10-minute break. 
 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
At 8:32 PM Chairman Tom White called to order the South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda  
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented.   

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – David Credle 
 

 
 



16 
 

 

 

 
Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
B. Micro Bar Screen Proposal – David Credle 

 
The Courthouse Area WWTP was built with a standard bar screen with one-inch spacing at the headworks. This 
typical setup works well for most gravity collection systems. The ongoing issue we have is all our flow is delivered 
to the plant by grinder pumps. The grinder pumps cut everything into small particles that aren’t intercepted by the 
bar screen. The small particles collect in the influent tank into a thick mat that covers the entire tank. The paper also 
works its way through the whole treatment process, clogging pipes and chemical feed lines. 
 
The solution to this problem is a Micro Bar Screen. The micro screen has 2mm spacings to trap even the smallest 
particles and a scraper to keep the screen from being clogged. The scrapper brings the materials to the top of the bar 
screen to be collected in a trash can or dumpster as needed. The State requires plans and specifications for the 
installation of the new bar screen which is considered a minor permit modification. Timmons Group has agreed to 
complete the engineering work for the permit modification. The bar screen will fit into the existing tank we have for 
the standard bar screen and only requires a few anchor bolts. The bar screen comes with a control panel, and will 
need electrical power ran from the control panel to the breaker panel. 
 
The cost estimate for this project is $100,000 with $41,000 coming from the current year’s budget and $59,000 
coming from next year’s budget. The lead time for delivery of this equipment is 12-18 weeks.  
 
Motion to approve the purchase of the Micro Bar Screen as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Chairman Tom White adjourned the South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors and reconvened the Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
ITEM 5.  PUBLIC HEARINGS          
 

A. Camden Solar, LLC Amendment Request – Amber Curling 
 
Motion to open the Public Hearing for Camden Solar, LLC Amendment request. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Special Use Permit (UDO 2017-10-01) for Camden Solar was approved by the Board of Commissioners on 
January 8, 2017.  An Amendment was approved for a one-year extension of Special Use Permit (UDO 2017-10-01) 
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for Camden Solar, LLC to expire January 8, 2021.  A building Permit for Construction of the Solar Panels and 
Equipment was issued on October 15, 2020.  Worley, the construction contractor for Camden Solar LLC, is 
requesting an Amendment to the Special Use Permit Condition Number 7, which states the Hours of Operation 
during the construction phase shall be from Monday-Saturday, dawn to dusk.  The Amendment is requesting to 
extend the days of operation to include Sundays.  Wayne Watson was present to represent Worley Group.   
 

  
 

 
Chairman Tom White called for public comments from those who are opposed to the requested amendment.  There 
were none.   
 



19 
 

Wayne Watson, site manager for Worley Group addressed the Board.  Mr. Watson explained that the amount of 
rainfall since October has placed construction schedule a month behind.  The request to work on Sunday does not 
necessarily mean there will be crews on site every Sunday; only as needed.  Most of the contractors that are working 
on the site are from Fayetteville and Charlotte.  If Sundays are not available, the workers go home for the weekend.  
The construction is to be completed by early June and complete commissioning in late September or early October.   
There doesn’t seem to be any negative impact to the community.  At the neighborhood meeting no one spoke in 
opposition to the amendment.   
 
Motion to close the Public Hearing. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to add the Amendment Request to the agenda. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to approve the amendment to the hours of operation to include Sunday from dawn to dusk for Special 
Use Permit 2017-10-01. 
 
Commissioner Randy Krainiak stated that it is his opinion that historically within the Camden community, citizens 
have been able to enjoy peace and quiet on Sundays.  If this amendment is approved, it will open the door for similar 
requests on future projects.  The construction noise on Sundays could also interfere with church services taking 
place nearby.   
 

RESULT: FAILED [2-3] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Tom White, Tiffney White 
NOES: Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Ross Munro 

 
B. Avery Shores Rezoning Request  

 
Motion to open the Public Hearing for Avery Shores rezoning request. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Tiffney White 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Avery Family Trust has requested a map amendment for approximately 52 acres from Planned Development (PD) 
and 37 acres from Working Lands to Suburban Residential (SR).  Both parcels are located off One Mill Rd and 
Riggs Rd in the Shiloh Township.   
 
The neighborhood meeting was held on December 9, 2020.  On January 20, 2021, the Planning Board recommended 
approval of the rezoning request with a 6-0 vote. 
 
The proposed zoning change is inconsistent with the CAMA Future Land Use Map.  The CAMA Future Land Use 
Maps has the majority of property identified as Conservation. 
 
The proposed zoning change is consistent with the County’s Comprehensive Future Land Use Map which shows the 
current Planned Development Zoning Parcel to be Village Mixed Use. 
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Mr. Steven Bradshaw, representing the applicant, addressed the Board and included the following information in his 
remarks: 
Downgrading of the current Planned Unit Development zoning for the northern parcel to Suburban Residential will 
greatly reduce the amount of residential density while the rezoning of the southern parcel from Working Lands to 
Suburban Residential, will provide continuity with the adjacent residential pockets along One Mill Road and Avery 
Drive.  The combination of reduced density, potential for conservation areas and the development of shoreline 
property, will contribute to a lower impact development with less demand on infrastructure while highlighting 
higher valued property.  At the most, there will be one house per acre, which means there would be no more than 90 
homes. Mr. Bradshaw pointed out that his residence is adjacent to the property.  Preliminary testing indicates there 
should not be septic issues.  The cost of the homes to be constructed is estimated at $400K-$450K as they will be on 
waterfront lots.   
 
Chairman Tom White called for public comments. 
 
Mr. Gary Overton of Shiloh spoke in opposition to the rezoning request.  Mr. Overton’s farm is adjacent to this 
property.  His concerns included drainage issues, the potential for trespassing and liability issues, property tax 
impacts, increased noise, lack of infrastructure in the area, emergency services impacts, and potential encroachment 
of property rights. 
 
Motion to close the Public Hearing. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
Motion to place Avery Shores Rezoning Request on May 3, 2021 agenda for consideration. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 6.  NEW BUSINESS          
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A. Tax Report – Ken Bowman 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid - Real 
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30 Oldest Unpaid - Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid - Personal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid - Personal 
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Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
B. Board of Equalization and Review – Ken Bowman 

 
Pursuant to G.S. 105-322(c), the hearing dates for the 2021 Board of Equalization and Review need to be set in 
order to advertise the appropriate time. 
 
Motion to convene the Board of Equalization and Review on May 3, 2021 and adjourn on June 7, 2021. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
C. Advertisement of Liens on Real Property – Ken Bowman 

 
Pursuant to G. S. 105-369(a), the Tax Administrator must report to the County Commissioners the total amount of 
unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property. 
 
Pursuant to G. S. 105-369(c), the County Commissioners need to set the date for advertising the tax lien for real 
property. 
 
Motion to accept the attached report from the Tax Administrator that, as of March 25, 2021 the total amount 
of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on Real Property is $271,126.93 and that this figure 
shall change over time with collections and releases and motion to set the 2020 tax liens on Real Property 
advertising date of April 30, 2021. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
D. Finance Policies and Procedures – Ken Bowman 

 
The Camden County Financial Policy was reviewed and updated based on numerous changes in state law and local 
administrative operating procedures. This policy assessment and rewrite was a cover-to-cover review conducted 
totally by in-house staff.  The document in its entirety is on file in the Camden County Finance Office. 
 
 
Motion to approve the revised Camden County Finance Policy as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
E. Drone Program Request  

 
At the March 1, 2021 meeting, Chief Tommy Banks of the South Mills Volunteer Fire Department requested the 
approval of an application for implementation of a Drone Program.   The decision of the Board was to gather 
additional information and place on the April 5, 2021 agenda for consideration.   
 
Motion to approve the request of the South Mills Volunteer Fire Department to submit an application for the 
Drone Program. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 7.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Planning Board – Appointment of Dave Parks 
 
Motion to table Planning Board appointments for 60 days. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
B. Senior Advisory Board – Reappointments of Dorothy Drake, Patricia Delano and Edith Jennings 

 
Motion to approve the Senior Advisory appointments as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
C. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – Reappointment of Alex Leary 

 
Motion to reappoint Alex Leary to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Clayton Riggs 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
D. Senior Tarheel Legislature – Appointment of Lynne McLain 

 
Motion to appoint Lynne McLain as the Senior Tarheel Legislative Delegate for Camden County. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
 
ITEM 8.  CONSENT AGENDA          
 

A. BOC Meeting Minutes – March 1, 2021 
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B. BOC Meeting Minutes – March 3, 2021 

C. Closed Session Minutes 

D. Budget Amendments 
 

   
 

   
E. School Budget Amendments 
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F. Tax Collection Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. DMV Monthly Report 
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H. Refunds Over $100 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 
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J. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 

 
 

K. Surplus Property Requests 
 
Department Item Disposal Method Suggested Value Reason for Surplus 

Public Works 2000 Ford Taurus GovDeals $500 Age, miles, poor 
condition 

Parks & Recreation Rowing Machine GovDeals $20 Old, poor condition 
Parks & Recreation Aerobic Stepper GovDeals $20 Old, not for 

commercial use 
Parks & Recreation Aerobic Rider GovDeals $20 Old, not for 

commercial use 
Parks & Recreation Exercise Bike GovDeals $20 Old 

 
L. Proclamation – NC 811 Safe Digging Month 
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Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [5-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: Tom White, Ross Munro, Clayton Riggs, Randy Krainiak, Tiffney White 

 
ITEM 9.  COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Ken Bowman included the following in his report: 

• BOC Budget Work Session scheduled for April 1, 2021 was very productive.  The next Work Session is 
scheduled for April 29th at 2:00 PM at the library. 

• April is NC811 Safe Digging Month  
• Next Board of Commissioners Meeting – May 3, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
• Be safe and wear your mask. 

 
ITEM 10.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Commissioner Clayton Riggs stated that the new fence at Mill Town Boat Ramp looks nice.   
 
ITEM 11.  INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
The following reports were submitted for information: 

A. Register of Deeds Report 

B. Library Report 
 
ITEM 12.  OTHER MATTERS          
 
None. 
 
ITEM 13.  ADJOURN           
 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman Tom White adjourned the meeting at 9:21 PM. 
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ATTEST: 

 
 
 
            
Tom White, Chairman    Karen M. Davis 
Camden County Board of Commissioners  Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 


