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Camden County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Meeting 

April 6, 2020; 7:00 PM 
Historic Courtroom 

Camden, North Carolina 
 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on April 6, 2020 in the Historic 
Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina.  Due to Gov. Roy Cooper’s executive order limiting public gatherings to no 
more than 10 people to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the meeting was streamed live for the benefit of the media 
and public.  Citizens were invited to submit public comments by sending their remarks via email to the Clerk to the 
Board.  Comments submitted were to be read by the Chairman during the live meeting and entered into the Public 
Record.  In order to abide by the Governor’s order, the County Manager limited the number of staff present at the 
meeting and presented the departmental reports.   
 
WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom White at 7:00 PM.  Also Present: Commissioners Randy 
Krainiak and Ross Munro.  Vice Chairman Clayton Riggs was absent.  Commissioner Garry Meiggs arrived at 7:03. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Ross Munro gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
ITEM 1.  PUBLIC COMMENTS          
 

None. 
 
ITEM 2.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT     
 
Clerk to the Board Karen Davis read the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement. 
 
ITEM 3.  CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA        
 
The agenda was amended to include a presentation by the County Manager on COVID-19.   
 
Motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

RESULT: PASSED [3-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs, Meiggs 

 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
County Manager Ken Bowman gave an update on COVID-19 and presented the following: 

 
What is Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 

 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes COVID-19 is a 
unique coronavirus that was first identified during an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.  Reported illnesses have ranged from mild 
symptoms to severe illness and death for confirmed coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases. 
 
As of 11 a.m. on April 6, 2020 Albemarle Regional Health Services (ARHS) is reporting lab confirmed positive cases of COVID -19 across the 
region.  Case counts include: Pasquotank – 8, Perquimans – 2, Camden – 0, Chowan – 1, Currituck – 2, Bertie – 7, Gates – 2, Hertford – 4. 
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In North Carolina, there are currently 2,870 cases of COVID-19 in 89 counties.  Public health interventions are and will continue to be an 
important tool to reduce transmission and prevent the spread of COVID-19. ARHS and Camden County is continuing to ask our citizens to be 
vigilant in practicing preventive and safety measures that will help prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
These precautions include: 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
 Stay home when you are sick. 
 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after 

blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are visibly dirty. 

 Practice social distancing; stay at least six feet away from others, avoid unnecessary travel, avoid handshakes, hugs and other close 
contact 

 
To slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the number of people infected, communities should follow the guidance set by local, state, and 
federal officials to reduce frequency of contact and increase physical distance between persons, thereby reducing the risks of person-to-person 
transmission. 
 
There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this 
virus. The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.  

 Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet). 
 Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks.  
 These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.  
 Some recent studies have suggested that COVID-19 may be spread by people who are not showing symptoms. 

Call your doctor:  If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 and develop a fever and symptoms, such as cough or difficulty breathing, call 
your healthcare provider for medical advice.  The bottom line is to be vigilant and stay safe. 
 

South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors 
 
Chairman White recessed the meeting of the Board of Commissioners and called to order the South Camden Water 
& Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Consideration of the Agenda 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

 RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
New Business 
 

A. Monthly Report – Ken Bowman 
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Motion to approve the monthly report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn South Camden Water & Sewer Board of Directors. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Riggs, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs 

  
Chairman White reconvened the Board of Commissioners. 
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ITEM 4.  PUBLIC HEARING          
 

A. Ordinance 2020-01-01: Rezoning Application for Clarann Mansfield 
 
Motion to open the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2020-01-01 Rezoning Application for Clarann Mansfield. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
Zoning Officer Dave Parks presented the application and Staff Report to the Board.   
 
Applicant is requesting to rezone one acre (where house is located) of her approximately 18-acre parcel located at 
146 Belcross Road from Working Lands (WL) to Suburban Residential (SR) to preserve as much farmland as 
possible.   Current zoning (WL) requires minimum density of 5 acres when subdividing.    Neighborhood meeting 
held January 14, 2020 with no opposition.    Although the request can be construed as spot zoning, the property is 
located in an area that is supported by both the CAMA and Comprehensive Plans Future Land Use Maps as 
suburban residential development.  The application for rezoning was heard by the Camden County Planning Board 
at their February 19, 2020 meeting and after discussion with applicant and staff, Planning Board made the following 
motions:  Both motions passed on a 6-0 vote. 
 

Consistency statement: The requested zoning change is consistent with both the CAMA and Comprehensive Future 
Land Use Maps that reflect allowing higher density residential development in targeted areas of the County. 
 
Excerpt from Comprehensive Plan – Vision Statement 
 
“New development will be focused within targeted core areas to breathe new life into established county villages 
and to efficiently use existing and planned infrastructure and public resources. New housing choices will be made 
available to serve families, young professionals, and retirees. Rural areas will maintain prominence in the county, 
and will continue to serve agricultural and forestry production and low density residential development.” 

Motion for approval: Planning Board recommended approval of the Rezoning Application (UDO 2020- 01-16) to 
rezone one acre (house lot) of the 18 acres tract from Working Lands (WL) to Suburban Residential (SR). 
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Chairman Tom White opened the floor for public comments.  There were no public comments. 
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Motion to close the Public Hearing.   

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Riggs, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs 

  
Motion to add Ordinance 2020-02-01 to New Business as Item 5.D. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
ITEM 5.  NEW BUSINESS          
 

A. Tax Report – Ken Bowman 
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30 Largest Unpaid – Real 
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30 Oldest Unpaid - Real 

 
 
30 Largest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
30 Oldest Unpaid – Personal 

 
 
 



 

10 
 

Motion to approve the tax report as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
B. 2020 Board of Equalization and Review 

 
Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 105-322(c), the hearing dates for the 2020 Board of Equalization and 
Review need to be set in order to advertise the appropriate time. 
 
Motion to convene the 2020 Board of Equalization and Review on May 4, 2020 and adjourn on June 1, 2020. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
C. Advertisement of Liens on Real Property 

 
Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 105-369(a) the Tax Administrator must report to the County 
Commissioners the total amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property.   
 
Motion to accept the attached report from the Tax Administrator that, as of March 30, 2020 the total amount 
of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on Real Property is $301,430.13 and that this figure 
shall change over time with collections and releases. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Riggs, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs 

  
Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 105-369(c), the County Commissioners need to set the date for 
advertising the tax lien for real property.   
 
Motion to set the 2019 tax liens on Real Property advertising date of April 30, 2020. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Riggs, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs 
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D. Ordinance 2020-02-01 Rezoning Application for Clarann Mansfield 
 
Motion that the requested zoning change is consistent with both the CAMA and Comprehensive Future Land 
Use Maps that reflect allowing higher density residential development in targeted areas of the County. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2020-02-01 Rezoning Application (UDO 2020-01-16) to rezone one acre (house 
lot) of the 18 acres tract from Working Lands to Suburban Residential.   

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 
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ITEM 6.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS         
 

A. Tourism Development Authority 

 Kayla Eller & Jeff Onley (appointments) 

 Donald Doughman (reappointment) 
B. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 

 Rhiana Srebro (reappointment) 
 
Motion to approve the Board Appointments as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Ross Munro 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
ITEM 7.  CONSENT AGENDA          
 

1. BOC Meeting Minutes – March 2, 2020 
2. Budget Amendments 
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3. School Budget Amendments 
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4. DMV Monthly Report 
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5. Refunds Over $100 
 

 
 

6. Vehicle Refunds Over $100 
 

 
 

7. Pickups, Releases & Refunds 
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8. Tax Collection Report 
 

   
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Randy Krainiak 
AYES: White, Munro, Krainiak, Meiggs 
ABSENT: Riggs 

 
ITEM 8.  COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT        
 
County Manager Ken Bowman presented the following report: 
 

 Due to the COVID-19 virus a local State of Emergency was issued for Camden, Pasquotank and the City of 
Elizabeth City effective 8:00 AM on March 17, 2020. 

 As of April 6th, NC had 40,726 tests completed; 2870 positive cases; 33 deaths; 270 hospitalized; 
number of counties with a positive case – 89. 

 As of April 4th, the CDC recommends the use of cloth face coverings in community settings to 
help reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

 A request for donations of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) from private businesses and the 
public was posted on Facebook on March 26th.  Sentara Albemarle Medical Center and other 
healthcare agencies are still in need of gloves, gowns, Tyvek suites, N-95 masks, hand sanitizer, 
disinfectant products, etc.  If you can donate please contact the Emergency Management Office at 
200 E. Colonia Avenue in Elizabeth City; 252-335-4444. 

 County Departments Modified Work Schedules 
 Currently all Camden County offices are being staffed using a modified work schedule through 

April 30th, at which time the schedules will be reevaluated. 
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 If anyone needs to speak to a staff member please call that department and make arrangements. 
 BOC Budget Work Session – April 29th; 2:00 PM 
 Next BOC Regular Meeting – May 4th; 7:00 PM – This meeting will be streamed live.  Visit the county 

web site for instructions on how to access the meeting and submit public comments. 
 Be safe. 
 The Spring/Summer issue of the Citizens News has been published.  Thank you to Mrs. Brenda Bowman, 

editor. 
 Friday, April 10th – County Offices will be closed in observance of Good Friday. 

 
 
ITEM 9.  COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS         
 
Commissioner Randy Krainiak announced that the Camden Heritage Festival has been rescheduled to September 12, 
2020.  Everyone is encouraged to attend. 
 
Chairman Tom White encouraged everyone to stay vigilant, even though Camden County has no lab-confirmed 
reported cases of COVID-19 at this point.    
 
ITEM 10.  INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES    
 
The following was provided to the Board for information purposes: 
 

A. Register of Deeds Report 

B. Library Report 
 
ITEM 11.  OTHER MATTERS          
 
None. 
 
ITEM 12.  ADJOURN           
 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman White called for a motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: PASSED [4-0] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs 
AYES: White, Riggs, Munro, Krainiak 
ABSENT: Riggs 

  
Chairman White adjourned the meeting at 7:33 PM. 
       ATTEST:  
        
 
             
Tom White, Chairman     Karen M. Davis 
Camden County Board of Commissioners   Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


