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Historic Courtroom, Courthouse Complex 
Camden, North Carolina 

 

MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on October 2, 2017 
in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina. The following Commissioners were present: 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Riggs at 5:00 PM. 
 

Attendee Title Status 
Clayton Riggs Chairman Present 
Tom White Vice Chairman Present 
Garry Meiggs Commissioner Present 
Randy Krainiak Commissioner Present 
Ross Munro Commissioner Present 
   
Stephanie Humphries Interim Manager/Finance Officer Present 
John Morrison County  Attorney Present 
Karen Davis Clerk to the Board Present 
Dan Porter Planning Dept. Present 
Dave Parks Zoning Dept. Present 
Lisa Anderson Tax Dept. Present 

 

5:00 PM CLOSED SESSION         

 
7:00 PM RECONVENE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance – Rev. William Sawyer 
 
ITEM 1. PUBLIC COMMENTS         
 
Keith Bopp of 107 Songbird Court, South Mills, read a statement in opposition to the 
construction of a new civic center and expressed concerns of needs in the local schools. 
 
Chairman Riggs stated that the statement read had been emailed to him by Melissa Harnly.  He 
also pointed out that Camden County is in fact a unified government.  He explained that the 
county is currently seeking a grant to fund a new high school.   
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Crystal Bopp of 107 Songbird Court, South Mills, also spoke in opposition of a new civic center.  
She expressed concerns of needs in the local schools.   
 
ITEM 2.  CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
ITEM 3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
Kim Forehand – Camden Middle School Athletic Boosters was not present at this time. 
 
South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Chairman Riggs recessed the Board of Commissioners to the South Camden Water & Sewer 
District Board of Directors Meeting.   
 
Motion to recess to South Camden Water & Sewer District Board of Directors meeting. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
Interim Manager Stephanie Humphries announced that South Camden Water had been approved 
to conduct water testing at $45 per test. 
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Chairman Riggs reconvened the Board of Commissioners Meeting. 
 
ITEM 4. Old Business  
 
None. 
 
ITEM 5. PUBLIC HEARING  
 

A. Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application (UDO 2017-08-07) 
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Motion to go into Public Hearing for Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Planning and Zoning Permit Officer Dave Parks presented the summary and staff’s Finding of 
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Facts and Commentary.   
 
County Attorney John Morrison explained that spot zoning in and of itself is not necessarily 
illegal.  It was his opinion that it is permissible in this unique circumstance. 
 
Mr. Parks explained that Mr. McPherson has agreed to pay for the survey and to have the deed 
recorded. 
 
Wanda Saunders of 724 North 343 spoke in opposition to the approval of the rezoning request.  
Ms. Saunders explained that she was denied her rezoning request on the same property based on 
the 5-acre tract requirement.  It is her opinion that if you allow the rezoning for one applicant 
you must allow it for all the applicants. 
 
Jamie Saunders of 724-H North 343 spoke in opposition to the approval of the rezoning request.  
He was also denied a rezoning request due to the 5-acre tract requirement.  While he ultimately 
bought the 5 acres, he feels that the rules applied to him so they should apply to additional 
applicants. 
 
Motion to come out of public hearing for Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
 
 
 
Motion to add Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application to New Business as Item 6.D. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro  

 
B. Public Hearing – Ordinance 2017-07-03 Proposed Amendments to UDO Article 151.347 

(V) Specific Standards – Solar Farms 
 
Motion to go into Public Hearing for Ordinance 2017-07-03. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro  

 
Dan Porter presented to the board the proposed amendments to Ordinance 2017-07-03. 
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County Attorney John Morrison gave further explanation as to the ‘run with the land’ language 
referenced in 10(g).  When the decommissioning plan is recorded with the Register of Deeds, it 
is like a lien or deed of trust on the land.  The solar farm and the landowner will be responsible.  
If the landowner or solar company sells to another party, the obligation is also transferred to the 
new owner(s).   
 
Linda Nwadike of 192 Raceway Drive, Mooresville, North Carolina addressed the Board.  She 
expressed appreciation to staff for their research efforts regarding the ordinance.  In regard to 
item 10, she requested clarification as to a situation in which the property owner and the 
developer is the same person.   
 
Attorney Morrison explained that in a situation where the property owner and the developer is 
the same person the law would not require duplicate paperwork. 
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Ms. Nwadike questioned the language of 10(f); that if the decommissioning plan is between the 
developer and the property owner why the extra step is required which would bring further 
unnecessary costs to the developer. 
 
Chairman questioned Attorney Morrison as to the language of 10(f) and Ms. Nwadike’s concern. 
 
Mr. Porter explained that the requirement is simply a notification to anyone researching the 
matter that the cost estimate had been completed. 
 
Motion to come out of Public Hearing and to add Ordinance 2017-07-03; Proposed 
Amendments to UDO Article 151.347 (V) Specific Standards – Solar Farms to New 
Business as Item 6.E. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
Presentations 
 
Kim Forehand of 147 Sawyer’s Creek Road, Camden arrived to give her presentation and was 
recognized by Chairman Riggs.  Mrs. Forehand is the president of the Camden Middle School 
Athletic Booster Club.  She presented to the Board information regarding the mission, purpose 
and needs of the organization.   
 
 
ITEM 6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. August Tax Report 
 
Lisa Anderson presented the tax report for August 2017. 
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Attachment A – Real 
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Attachment B - Real 

 
 
 
Attachment A – Personal 
 

 
 
 
Attachment B – Personal 
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Motion to accept the tax report as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
B. Letter of Request from James H. Ferebee, Jr. 

 
Dan Porter presented to the Board the following request from Mr. James H. Ferebee, Jr.  Staff is 
not recommending approval of the request. 
 

 
 
No action was taken on this request by the Board. 
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C. Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Grant Application 

 
Interim Manager Stephanie Humphries presented the grant application to the Board.  She also 
stated that she has contacted the offices of Senator Cook and Representative Steinburg to request 
letters of support.  The grant is for $15 million with a $5 million match.  If the school bond is 
passed there will be no tax increase to the community. 
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Motion to approve the Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Grant Application. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
D. Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application 

 
Motion that the requested zoning change is inconsistent with the Camden County’s CAMA 
Land Use Plan (spot zoning) and comprehensive plan as it designates property as Rural 
Preservation. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro  
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Motion to approve Ordinance 2017-09-01 Rezoning Application. 
 

RESULT: FAILED [2-3] 
MOVER: Tom White, Vice Chairman 
AYE: White, Krainiak  
NO: Meiggs, Riggs, Munro 

  
E. Ordinance 2017-07-03; Proposed Amendments to the UDO Article 151.346 (V) Specific 

Standards – Solar Farms 
 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2017-07-03. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ross Munro, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
ITEM 8. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. BOC Minutes – September 5, 2017 
B. Budget Amendments 
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C. Refunds Over $100 

 

 
 
 

D. Refunds Over $100 
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E. Pickups, Releases and Refunds 
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F. DMV Monthly Report 
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G. SCWSD Water Fee Schedule – Revised July 25, 2017 
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H. Senior Center Funding Application FY 2017-2018 
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I. Surplus Property Request 

 

 
 

J. Set Public Hearing – Ordinance 2017-09-02 – Rezoning Application  
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Commissioner 
AYES: Meiggs, Riggs, White, Krainiak, Munro 

 
 
ITEM 9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

 
Commissioner Meiggs will be attending the State Association meeting on October 6-7 in Dare 
County. 
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ITEM 10. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

 
 The Camden County Heritage Museum is now open on Fridays and Saturdays.  Thank 

you to the volunteers and Donna Stewart as well as the maintenance staff who provided 
services at the facility. 

 Department of Transportation worked on the turning lane/median at the Lamb’s entry to 
improve traffic flow. 

 Dismal Day will take place on October 28, 2017.   
 
ITEM 11. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES 

 
The following items were provided to the commissioners for information purposes: 
 

A. Register of Deeds August 2017 Report 
B. NC Forest Service Annual Report 

 
ITEM 12. OTHER MATTERS 

 
None. 
 
ADJOURN 

 
There being no further matters Chairman Riggs adjourned the meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners at 8:24 PM. 
 
 
            
      Clayton D. Riggs, Chairman 
      Camden County Board of Commissioners  
  
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Karen Davis 
Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


