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MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Camden County Board of Commissioners was held on July 18, 2016 

in the Historic Courtroom, Camden, North Carolina. The following Commissioners were 

present: 

WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER 

 

Attendee Name Title Status 

P. Michael McLain Chairman Present 

Sandra Duckwall Commissioner Present 

Garry Meiggs Vice Chairman Present 

Clayton Riggs Commissioner Absent 

Tom White Commissioner Present 

   

Michael Brillhart County Manager Present 

John Morrison County Attorney Present 

Angela Wooten Clerk to the Board Present 

 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Commissioner Tom White 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 

 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
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RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

3. PRESENTATIONS 

None. 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Camden County Community Park Lighting Project Bids 

 

County Manager Michael Brillhart presented the Board with three bids for the proposed Camden 

Community Park Lighting project.   

 

After a brief discussion concerning the similarities between the bids as to the work to be done a 

motion was made to offer the contract to the lowest bidder. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. Public Hearing – Ordinance No. 2016-06-03 Proposed Amendments to Code of 

Ordinances 

 

Motion to go into Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2016-06-03 Proposed Amendments to 

Code of Ordinances. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sandy Duckwall, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

Dan Porter explained to the board that Open Space Subdivisions allows for lots as small as 

20,000, 15,000 and 10,000 square feet under certain conditions with the availability of water and 

sewer with the preservation of 50% of the land as open space.  However, it does not allow for 
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smaller setbacks.  If you have a lot that is 100 feet wide and 200 feet deep, current setbacks 

would limit an owner to a dwelling width of only 50 feet.  Per the county attorney’s letter, which 

was presented to the board, since the ordinance allows for smaller lot sizes in exchange for larger 

open space it would seem that setbacks would be diminished as well.  The proposed amendment 

went to the Planning Board on June 15, 2016 and after discussion with Planning staff, the 

ordinance was recommended for approval.   

 

Motion to close the public hearing. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

 

Motion to amend the agenda to add Ordinance 2016-06-03 to New Business, 6.B. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

B. Public Hearing – Ordinance 2016-06-02 Rezoning Application: Lindsey W. Hewitt 

 

Motion to go into Public Hearing on Ordinance 2016-06-02 Rezoning Application. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

Dan Porter introduced the request.  Mr. Lindsey Hewitt received permission from the property 

owner, Steve Dail, to apply to rezone one acre of the 26-acre parcel of land off Spence Lane in 

South Mills Township from General Use District (GUD) to Basic Residential (R3-1).   

 

Mrs. Patricia Hewitt addressed the board.  She stated that she and her husband, Lindsey Hewitt, 

are interested in purchasing the one-acre lot, which is part of the 26-acre farm, for residential 

purposes.  Mrs. Hewitt stated that they received a positive vote from the Planning Board of 4-1.   

 

Dan Porter presented to the Board photos and maps of the referenced property for further 

discussion.  He also explained that small-scale rezonings are not illegal in North Carolina.   

 



CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JULY 18, 2016 

 

 

Mrs. Hewitt questioned the Board as to the possibility of the county benefitting from the 

rezoning by changing the way in which the property is taxed.   

 

Motion to come out of public hearing.   

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

Motion to add Ordinance 2016-06-02 to New Business, Item 6.C.   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Mixed Beverage Election  

 

County Manager Brillhart stated that after a discussion at its July 12
th

 meeting the Camden 

County Economic Development Commission has suggested that Mixed Beverage Election be 

looked at and discussed for consideration by the voters.  The Commission is requesting that the 

Board of Commissioners look at a resolution that would call for a referendum on the General 

Election November 8, 2016.  

 

County Attorney Morrison explained that there are two ways a liquor-by-the-drink referendum 

could occur: 1) A simple majority vote resolution vote by the Board of Commissioners to have it 

put on the ballot for the voters to decide.  2)  35% of the registered voters sign a petition in 

proper form and submit it to the Board of Commissioners.   

 

Dan Porter stated that according to Elections Director Elaine Best, the deadline to have this 

request submitted to be on the November ballot is August 25
th

.  According to state law, special 

referendums such as this can only be held in the years in which there is a General Election.   

 

Commissioner Meiggs stated that this is an issue upon which the voters should decide.  

Commissioner Duckwall stated her support of the same.  Commissioner White stated his support 

of the same.   
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Motion to allow a Mixed Beverage Election on the November 1016 ballot.   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

B. Ordinance 2016-06-03 Proposed Amendments to Code of Ordinances  
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Motion to approve amendment to Ordinance 2016-06-03.   

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

C. Ordinance 2016-06-02 Rezoning Application for Lindsey Hewitt 
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Motion that Ordinance 2016-06-02 Rezoning Application is non-consistent with Camden 

County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 
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Motion to approve Ordinance 2016-06-02 Rezoning Application as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Garry Meiggs, Vice Chairman 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

7. BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

A. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board – Keith Ward and Karen Friend 

 

Motion to accept the recommendations presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sandy Duckwall, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

B. Tourism Development Authority – Doug Cherrix. 

 

Motion to accept the recommendations presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 

 

C. Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee 

 

A resignation has been submitted from Dana Smith.  Chairman McLain requested that anyone 

interested fill out a volunteer application form.   

 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. BOC Minutes – May 2, 2016 

B. BOC Minutes – June 20, 2016 

C. BOC Minutes – July 5, 2016 
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D. Refunds Over $100.00

 
 

 

 
 

E. Refunds Over $100.00 
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F. DMV Monthly Report 

 
 

G. Tax Collection Report – June 
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H. Volunteer Applications 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: White, Meiggs, Duckwall, McLain 

ABSENT: Riggs 
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9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 

 

Chairman McLain reported that the Trillium Park Dedication took place at the Community Park.  

He also reported that the new SPCA has a new building.  It is located on Enterprise Drive off of 

Pitts Chapel Road in Elizabeth City.   

 

10. COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

For the August 1, 2016 meeting staff will prepare a resolution for the Board’s review and 

consideration requesting for the Mixed Beverage Referendum.  In order for it to go forward on 

the ballot will require the Board of Commissioners to approve it.   

 

 

RECESS TO SOUTH CAMDEN WATER & SEWER DISTRICT BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

II. CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA 

Commissioner Sandra Duckwall made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. 

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sandra Duckwall, Commissioner 

AYES: McLain, Duckwall, Meiggs, White 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

A. David Credle gave the report for June 2016. 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. SCWSD Draft Minutes.   

Commissioner Tom White made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.   

RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom White, Commissioner 

AYES: McLain, Duckwall, Meiggs, White 

 

V. OTHER 

None 

 

VI. ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned at 7:33 PM. 

    

  Michael McLain, Chairman 

  Camden County Board of Commissioners 

 

ATTEST: 

 

  

Angela L. Wooten 

Clerk to the Board 

 

11. INFORMATION, REPORTS & MINUTES FROM OTHER AGENCIES 

 

A. 2016-2017 Final State Budget Summary 

B. Register of Deeds Monthly Report 
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C. NCACC Review of 2016 Short Session 

D. Resolution Opposing House Bill 763: an Act to Protect North Carolina’s Military 

Footprint 

 

12. OTHER MATTERS 

 

None. 

 

With no further matters to be discussed, Chairman McLain adjourned the Board of 

Commissioners Meeting. 

 

  

 

              

       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Clerk to the Board 


